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ABSTRACT 
Char l es O. Stones (M. s .: Depar t ment of Educa tion) 
Title: "A Sta tus ,Study of t he Kansas -Elementary School Pr i nc i pal 
Mast er 1 s Thesis d i rected by Dr. w. Clement Wood 
Tkl.e purpose of t h i s study was to determi ne t he s tatus 
of t he Kansa s element a ry principa l fo r the schoo l year 
195 8-1959 , t o determine. what t he status of the Kansas e lemen-
t a ry pr i nc i pal s houl d be and to make a comparison between t he 
t wo . 
The study was limited to onl y t hos e public elementary 
pr i nc i pals who spent the ent i re day i n the elementary school. 
After t he nec essary omissions were made present status 
i nforma tion concerning 901 Kansas e l ementary pr i ncipals was 
used . The areas of i nf ormat ion concerning each pr i nc i pal , 
a s found in II The Kansas El ementary Principal ' s Build i ng 
Report, 11 Form 94 , were a s follows ': salary ; degr ees he ld ; 
l as t year of college attendance ; total number of gr aduate 
hours ; number of year s in present pos i t i on ; tota l number 
of years of schoo l exper i ence ; membershi p in profe ss i onal 
organi zat i ons ; t i me spent i n superv i s i on , aa_mini stra tion , 
and teaching ; number of students in the school; a nd number 
of t eachers i n t he school. 
The r e c,ommended status of t he Kansa s e l ement a ry 
principal was de termi ned b ~ i nformat i on from an 86 per cent 
re t urn on one hundred quest i onna i res d i stributed equally 
ove r t he ... s t a te among pr i n c i pals fr om 'fir st and sec ond c l as s 
city sch ool s and county and third cla ss city schoo l s·. The 
s ame quest i onnaire wa s d istribut ed t o four t een college 
personne l who were or had been clos el y as.so c i a t ed wi th t he 
publ i c schoo l s or school adm i n i s t ration and th i s dat a was 
used t o val i dq t e t he i nfo rmation t aken fr om t he pr i nc i pals' 
quest i onnaire . 
iv 
Evi d en c.e provfuded by t he stu~;y i nd icated ·that an 
e l ementary ~ r i nc i pal should have a master degr ee . ·Further -
more , it wc,3,s f ound t hat 26 .5 per cent of t he Kansa s princ i pal s 
were def ic i ent of t h is qua l ifica ti on . It i s p_ossible , with 
selected courses , for t he pr i nc i pal to bec ome certifi ed by 
present i ng a ba che lor degre e with a n e lementary educa tion 
ma j or and 25 . 1 per c ent of the principals in Kansas have t hat 
degr ee , 72 . 4 pe r cent have a master degree , and . 4 pe r cent 
ha ve an Ed . D. or equival ent . 
I n t he ' op i n ion of the educa tor s canvassed t he mi n i mum 
l ong r ange educa tiona l goal should be a master d egr ee p l us 
t h irty sernester ·hours . On ly 4 . 3 per cent of t h e pr i nc i pal s 
·, 
ha ve now a tta i ned tha t goal. However , 40 . 2 per cent of the 
Kansa s e l ement~ry pr i n cipa ls we r e enrolled in i nst itut i ons 
V 
of h i gh e r l ear n ing in 1958 . From t h is it may be a s sumed t hat -
many prin cipals are i nterest e d i n se lf- i mprovement and i n 
attai n i ng a higher , .educ at i ona l g oaL 
Elementary s c h ool adm i n i s tra t i on should be t he a rea 
of c o l leg e preparat i on for t he e l ementary prin c i pal a cc ord i ng 
to 84 pe r c ent o f the q ues tionna i re r esults at1d 63 per cent 
suggested t ha t a minimJJTI of f i ve ye a rs (n ot the presently 
r equired two ) te a c h i ng expe r i erice be a c qu i red a t the e l ementar y 
sch ool leve l . The p rospective e l ementa r y prin c i pal who holds 
a n a dministra t or p rovisi on a l certi f ica te may n~~ ;~ec ome an 
element a r y p r i n cipal by having o n ly sec ondary s ch ool t r a i n i:n.g 
a nd two ye ars t e a c h i ng exper i ence i n a s e c ondar y s c h ool . The 
sta t e re quirements a re no t high enough for t he e l ement ary 
prin cipal nor in ev e r y i ns t a nc e d o they demand p r e par a tion 
a t t he p roper l e v e ls of tra i n ing . 
The median n umber of student s in t he four or more 
t eacher Kan s a s sch ools ·t hat had a- q_ualif i ed pr i n c i pa l who me t 
t he r equ i rement s of t h i s s t udy r anged f r om 201 "t o 250 . The 
med i an recommended enr ollm~n t f or an i dea l elementary sch ool 
wa s 350 . Con sid erin g the Kansa s school s 31 per cen t have an 
e n rol lm~nt of 150 or less . Th i s perc entage wa s f i g u~ed on 
on ly t h e sch o ols u sed i n t h i s study 0 s there are more t han 
twelve hundred one t eacher s c h ool s a nd many schools wi th t wo 
to four tea c h ers in Kan sa s . 
vi 
The respondents i ndicated tha t school s employ i ng t we l ve · 
or mor6 teacher s shou_l a~ es~vab11·s1n a. f••l ·l -L,· i·m·P nr i·~ci·~ 1 h" • '-'' _ .i: ., , 1.--a s i p 
if maxi mum schoo l improvement i s desired . It was a lso • 
suggeste'd t ha t no~ school i n Kan sas empl oy i ng four t eachers 
a llow less t han JO per cent of t he s chool day for adm i n istra tive 
and supervisory dutie s by t he ~rin cipal. At l east 56 per qent 
of t he -. Kansas elementar y sch ool p:r i nc i pals do . not h a ve enough -•· 
school time to devote to the nece ssary supervisory and 
admi n i stra tiye dhties of t he s chool. 
Wi t hout ki.1.0 1;,1ing t he exact degr ee and exper i ence of 
t he Kan sas e l ementary teacher it wa s .impossib le· ·-eo ms.lite a 
compa rison between t he sa l a r y of the tea che r and pr i n c i pal 
wi th li ke qual i f i ca tions . A compar i son was made , however , 
between t he medi an Kans et s e l ement ary tea ch ers I s a l ary a~na_ 
t he rned i em Kansa s e lementary princ t pals 1 sa l a ry a..nd i t was 
d i scover ed t ha t t he pr i n c i pal rec e ived l JJ per cent of the 
t eachers 1 sa l a ry (61. 2 per cen t of the t eachers as compared 
to 97 . 4 per ce·1.t of t h e prin c i pal s have a bgchelor degr _ee or 
more ) . I t wa s r'ecommended b y the · r espondents i n t l1. is study 
that t he pr i ncipal shoul d rec e ive lJO per cent of t he t eachers 1 
sa l a r y with c ompar a bie degr ee and exper i ence . 
The canvassed educators agr eed a l most 1.mani mously tha t 
' t he e l ementary pr i nc i pal .sh ould belong to the loc a l , state , 
and national tea chers 1 a nd pr i n c i pa l s 1 profess i ona l organ iza tions . 
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Informat i on in this study reveal.ed tha t 77 . 6 pe r cent of the 
e lement·ary pr:h1c i pal s in Kans a s be long to l ess tha n s i x pro-
fes s i ona l organ i zat i ons. Furthermore , only 48 per cent were 
members of the Ka nsa s Associa tion of Elementar y School 
Principal s and on l y JS pe r cen t were members of t he Department 
of El ~mentary School Pr incipals. If max i mum g rowth i s desired 
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The stat us of t he e l ementa r y s choo l has gradua lly 
ga ined in sta ture until now more t han ever before it is 
r e c e i ving rec ognition relat i ve to t he pa rt i t p i a ys i n the 
t o t a l p r ocess o f 'a s tudent ' s educ ation . The l ea dersh i p 
exemplified b y the elementary pr i nc i pa l i s i n pa r t l arge ly 
a ccountab l e f o r t he gr owi n g r e c ogni t i on be i n g r e ceived by 
our element a r y s chool s . The a b i l i ty of a p 1~incips,l to b e a 
strong l eader is nec essary for uni fy i n g a staff in order 
t o f orm the t yp e school a c ommunity want s i ts c hildren t o 
a t t en d . Sin c e t h e pr i nc i pal p or trays an a ll i mpor t ant rol e 
i n t he early e duc a tion of a c h i ld , i t i s v i tal t o study this 
posit i on t o see if t he status measures up to the standard 
that i s n e ce ssary . 
I. THE PROBLEM 
The pur p o se of th i s study i s to determine the sta tus of 
t he Ka n sas e l ement ary princ i pa l f o r the schoo l year 1958 -1959 , 
t o d etermi ne what t he s t atus of t he Kansas element ary pr i nc i -
pa l shou l d b e ahd to make a compar i s on bet ween t he t wo . 
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I I. LIMITATIONS OF THE STUDY 
This study was limited to t hose principals whose 
primary intere st seemed to be at t he public e l ementa r y school 
level . Principals who were both an e l ement ary and a high 
school principal were omitted as were t hose who spent only 
part of the day in t he e l ementary school . It was assumed 
that the l a tter group was performing the dutie s of acting 
principal and worked part of the day i n a r eas other t han in 
an e lement a r y school. Th is study was no t limited however , 
to only t hos e schools who accomodat e the f i rst six gr ade s . --
Included a lso are t hose schools having t he first e i ght 
grades , but se parate j unior h i gh schools are not used i n 
this study . After the ne ce sar y omi ss i ons were made , 901 
subjects were used . 
The questionnaire was sent t o a sampling of one 
hundr ed e l ement ar y pr i nc i pals sel ected fr om t he 1958-195 9 
Kansa s Educat i onal Dire ctory$ 1 Since t he number of county 
and third class city principals (464) so nearly coincided 
with t hat of t he fi rst and se cond class city principals (437) 
it se emed justifiable to send fift y questionna ires to each 
gr oup . 
1A. F . Throc){morton, Kansa s Educa t ional Dire ctory , 
19.5..a-l..25.2. (Topeka{ Kansa s: Sta t e Superintendent of Public 
~n, 1958;. 
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The principal s i n each fi rs t and sec ond class city school 
were c6 1.mted , and a proport i onate number of q'uestionnaires were 
sent according to the total number of pr i ncipals in the city . 
An -effort was made to i nclude representat i ve sections 
of the sta te , and also to i nclude repr esentat i ve years of 
experi ence of t he pr i nc i pa l . 
The quest i onnaire was a lso g i ven t o f ourteen f aculty 
members on t he campus at Fort Hays Kansas State College . 
Th i s group , wh ich wa s sele cted to validate the quest ionnaire , 
was composed of persons now a ctively engaged in , or closely 
assoc i ated i n the past with public schoo l administr-at ion . 
Sta tus mater i al was limi ted to that inf ormat i on g iven 
i n Form 94 of the 11 Kansas El ementary School Princ i pal ' s Bui ld-
i ng Repor t 11 2 and t o salary survey informa tion from t he Kan.sa s . 
Sta t e T~achers Associat i on . 3 
III. PROCEDURE USED IN MAKI NG THE STUDY 
Thi s s t udy was conducted by first f inding the~ status 
of the Kansa s elementary princ i pal by analyzing informat i on 
2rt Kansas El ementary Princ i pal ' s Buildi ng Report , 11 
1958-1959 , Form 94 (Topeka , Kansas : State Supe:rintendent of 
Public I nstruc ti on .) ( 0:h fi l e i n the .,Office of Accreditat ion , 
St a t e House , Topeka , Kansas .) 
)Depar t ment of Prof ess i onal Rel a t i ons , Teachers ' Salaries 
i n Ka n sas ,-1958-1959 (Topeka , Kansa s : Kansas Sta te Tea chers 
As socia tion , 1958 .) 
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t aken fr om the "Kans as El~me:ht a ry Pr incipal ' s Build i ng Report , 11 
Form 94 .4 The fo l lowi pg is t he i nformat i on conta ined i n 
these re ports for each p rin c i pa l i n the state of Kansas : , 
sal a r y; degr ees heJd ; l as t year o f col;tege attendance ; t~tal 
nu~ber o f g r adua te hours ; n umber of years in present pos i t ion ; 
total number of years school exper i ence , membersh i p i n prof e s -
siona l organizations ; time spent i n s upervision, adm i nistrat i on , 
and teachi ng ; n umber of students i n the school; -and number of 
tea chers in t he scho ol. 
Th is infor mation was filed i n the Office pf Accredita tion 
i n two distinct groups c ompo sed of county and thif>c1 class c ity 
prin cipal s and fir st and second class c ity pr i nc i pals . I t 
was convenient to ke ep t hese t wo g r oups separat ed 4nd to treat 
t he i n formati on gained a s parts of t he whole . The informat i on 
was analyzed , t abu l a ted , and p l a ced ~nto t ables that .will be 
u sed to enhance r ap id i nterpre t a tion of data c onta i ned i n 
t h i s t he s i s . 
A study was mad e of t he sta tus i n form a tion and a 
quest i onna ire5 was c a r e ful l y p l anned t hat would g i ve i n for -
ma t i on lea ding to wha t the status of t he Kansas elementary 
pr i nc i pal s h oul d be . 
4 11 1-<:an'sas El ementary Prin c i pa l i's Build ing Repor t , 11 on . c it ~ 
5 see Appendi x . 
5 
Questionnaires , l e tte rs of transmitta l, and s e lf-
addres sed r e turn envelopes were sent t o fift y pr i nc i pals of 
the county and t hird cla ss city s ch ool s , f i fty pr i nc i pals of 
the fi rst and second class city s chools, and t o fourteen 
f a culty members on t he campus of Fort Hays Kansas Sta te 
College . The purpose f or sending the questionna i re to the 
county and third class school e l ement a r y .pr i nc i pal s and the 
first and second class .school element ary principa l s a s 
separate groups was to see if a d ifference i n op i n ion could 
be recogni zed rela tive to the school situat ion in which ea ch 
found himself . 
Upon the r e turn of t he compl eted questionna i res t he 
i nformation wa s t abula t ed and prepared f or use in a way 
comparable to tha t of t he sta tus study informa tion described 
pr eviously . In a small number of returned que stionnai res some 
of t he responses had been qualified . These subjective rema rks 
have been used as little a s poss ible be cause of the d ifficulty 
of a chieving unity with in t h is t ype i nforma tion. 
IV. RELATED STUDIES 
There has been a r e l a tively small amount of research 
pertaining specifically to the sta t us of the Kansa s e lemen-
tary schoo l principal . Since the status perta ins to the 
6 
current year, up -to-date i nforma tion is essential t o t h is 
study . I mportant stud i es h a v e b een made i n t he pas t , h owev e r , 
and t hey will be revi ewed here . 
The Thi r ty-se vent h Yearbook of The Nat i onal Element a r y 
Prin cipai,6 consists of a r esearch study on t he status of t he 
elementa ry school pr i ncipa l ba sed on t he 1 956-1957 school 
year. This is t h e t h ird study of t h e e l ementary school pr i n -
cipalsh i p sponsore d by t h e Departme n t of El ementary School 
Principals a n d t he NEA , and conducted by t he NEA Re search 
Division~ The first study was made i n 1928 , a nd t he se cond 
in 1948 . 
The i nformat ion g i ven i n t he Thi rty- sev ent h Yearbook 
was mad e poss i b l e by informat i on r e ceived from questionnaires . 
These questionnaires were sent out t o a sampl e of e l ementary 
school pr incipal s in c ities of thi rty t housand or more 
popul a tion in the United Sta tes . 
The areas of study in the Yea rbook t hat are related 
ent i re l y or i n part t o t h i s t he sis are t he pr i nc i pal ' s a verage 
wor kweek , the prin cipal' s experience , t he financia l status 
of princ i pals, educa tion for elementary school adm i n i stration, 
6NEA B.e s earch Di vi s i on , "The Element a r y School Prin c i-
palsh i p ,11 The Nat iona l El ement ary Pr i n c i pa l , (Thi rty- s eventh 
Yearbook of t he Department of El ement ary Schoo l Prin cipal s , 
Vol. XXXVIII, No . 1. TtJash i ngton D . C.: Nat ional Ed ucat i on 
As s ocia t ion, Se ptember , 1 95 8 ). 
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the p r i ncipal and supervi s ion , s ome or gani zat i onal cha r a cte r -
istics of e l ementary s c hoo l s , a n d profe s s i onal a ssocia t i ons 
of e lementa ry schoo l pr i n c t pals . Other a r eas o f study in t h is 
Yearbook prove to be an i n s p i rat i onal tool for s t udy by a l l 
who are i n teres t ed i n e l ementary educ a tion , especia l ly the 
e l ementary princ i pal. 
Anot h e r study r athe r c l ose l y re l a ted to this t he s i s 
was made b y Dirks a n d con cerned t he 1957- 1958 elementa ry 
p r i n cipal. Dirk s was endeavoring to l earn whether or no t 
t he Kans a-s e l ement ary prin cipal posses sed t he needed_ cert i -
fic a tion and preparat i on t o me e t the leader sh i p t a sk befor~ 
h i m. A t a bula r summary of this study appeared i n the Kausa s 
Element ary Schoo l Princ i pal. ? The followi ng fiv e a r eas were 
used in his s t udy : c ert i ficat ion , pre parat i on , exper i enc e , 
s·c hool e nr ol l ment , and sal ary . He t hen made a t a bula r com-
par i s on in h i s s t udy be t ween t he i n for,ation he ha d gai ned 
~nd t h a t c ontai ned i n the Th i r t y - seventh Yearbook . 8 Kansas 
c ompared f a v orably wi th the find i ngs in the n a t i on in each of 
t he a rea s exc e p t s a l a ry , in whi ch s i tua t i on t he Kansas med i a n 
was a pprox i ma t e l y $1, 00 0 lower t ha n the n a t i ona l med i a n . 
7 A. W. Dir l{s, "The Kansas El e menta ry School Pr i n c i pal, 
1957-1958 , 11 The Kansa s Element a ry Sch ool Pr i nc i pa l , 1 :6- 8 , 
Spr i ng , 1959. 
BNEA Research Di v ision , QJ2. . c i t . 
8 
Wellman9 found tha t t h irty- one out of s i xty- s e v en 
s ampl es of e l ementary princ i pals i n Kansa s d i d not have a · 
b a chelor degree in the 1948 -1949 sch ool year . Ta ble s per-
t a ining to t he number of stud e n t s and number of tea chers are 
als o g i ven in h i s study . The r ema i nder of t he i nfor mat i on 
was not c lo se l y r e l a t e d to t h is study . 
. 1 0 
The study by Di rks is t he onl y re c ent s t udy 
per t a i n ing to the sta tus of t he Kansa s elementary pr i n c i pal 
t h a t c ould be located . 
9Loren w. Wellman , 11 A Study of t he Sch oo l Loa d of 
Element a ry Principals in Kan s a s," (unpubli shed Master ' s 
thesis, Fort Hays Kansa s Sta te Col l ege , Hays , Kan sa s , 1950 ). 
l0D. k ir. s, QQ.• cit. 
RAPTER IT 
IBAS ELRJ\'IEN1"Y_ARY p IP 
I t i.s not Lr.ke_;y- that an. eleme ta:ry s:c __ a l ti-rill e 
better- t han :Lts prin 1-pal. The hange in t -t itud_ t- ·ward 
r ipa ls ha 
In viet"r 
e-l emen.t-ary 




een gr .tin est ye rs. The pr gre .._ ward. 
r. -'-h e s.iti n 
n 
e l ement ary pr i nc i pal s adequate l y tra ined to r ender 
t he p r ofes s ional se r v i ces which in i ncr ~as ing 
numbers have been delegated to the pos i tion . I 
10 
The present sta tus of the Kansas e l ementar y pr i nc i pa l 
as ·previ ous l y stated was de t erm i ned by compiling i nformation 
t aken f rom Form 94 of the 11 Element ary Princ i pal ' s Build ing 
Rep or t . 11 2 An exp l anation of the i nformat i on is g iven i n this 
c hapter . 
I. QUALIFIC _TIONS 
Requi rements f o r the Elementary Principil~i Certificate 
are f ound i n the Certificat i m1 Ha.11.dbook . 3 These requirements 
p l ay a ma jor role in the qua lifica t i on status of the K,nsas 
e lementa ry pr i nc i pal . The mos t import ant minimum require -
ments a r e listed under the Element ary Pr i nc i pal ' s Provis i onal 
Certif i cate , and the Admi n i str ator Provisional Certif icate . 
1H. J . Otto , Elementarv School Organization and 
Admini stration (New York : Appl eton- Century- Crofts, Inc ., 
1954 ) , p . 662 . 
2 11 I{a:nsas Elementary Prine i pal ' s Bui ld i ng Report , " 
1958~1959 , Form 94 ( Topeka , Kansas : State Super i ntendent 
of Public I nstruct i on .) 
3A. F . Th rocl-<:morton , Certif i c a tion Handbook ( Topeka , 
Kansa s : Sta te Supe r i ntendent of Public Instruction , J anuary , 
1959 ) , p . 20 . -
The r equirements f ort ~se two certificates t hat per tain 
more d i rectly t ~ t h is study are as f o llows : 
Th e El e ment a r y Pr i nc i pal Provis i ona l Cert if i ca t e 
sha ll be v a lid for t h ree year s . The appl icant for t he 
i n itial El ement a r y Pr i nc i pal Prov i siona l Cert ificate 
shall s h ow: 
a . That he i s e lig i b l e for a Thr ee - year Degree 
Elemen t ary Certif icate . 
b . _Tha t he h a s twenty-four s eme ster hours i n 
e ducat ion of which e i ght semester hours 
s hal l be i n organi zat i on , adm i nistration , 
and s uperv i s i on of elementary school s . 
c . Evidence of two years of successful expe r i ence 
a s an elementary teacher , one year of which 
mu st be in a g r aded school. 4 
A school adm i n i strator certificate qual ifies the 
ho l der f or adm i nistr at i ve a nd t each i ng positi6ns in 
a ny Kans as school . 
The Adm i n i s t r at or Provisiona l Cert i ficate shal l 
11 
be valid for t h r ee years . The appl ica nt for t he i n itia l 
Administra tor Provi sional Ce rtificate shall show : 
a . That he is e lig i b l e for the Se conda ry Three - ye a r 
or El ementary Degree Three- year Cert i f icate . 
b . Evidence of t wo years of successful exper i ence 
in t eaching or i n school administra tion i -n an 
accredite d e l ement ary or secondary school. 
c . That he ho l ds a mas t er degree . 
d . That he has earned e i ght semester hours of credit 
in gr aduate cour s es which shal l include preparat i on 
in school admini s trat i on , superv is i on of e l ementa r y 
a n d secondary public schools , a n d school finance .5 
It i s interest i ng t o n o t e the degr ees held by the 
prin c i pal s of Kansas . The greatest number of e l ementary 
pr i ncipals now h o l d a ma ster de gr ee or bet t e r a s s hown in 
Table I. There a r e 72.5 per c ent or 656 of t be 90 1 pr i ncipals 
who ho l d a ma ster degr ee or more a n d of t h is number four ho l d ,; .. 
5 Ibid., p . 19 . 
DEGREE S HELD BY 
Degrees 1st & 2nd 
he ld class cities 
no . per cent 
No degr ee 2 . 22 
Bache l or 
degr e e 56 6 . 22 
Master 
degree 37L~ 41.51 
Ed .D. or 
equiva l ent 3 . 33 
Omitted 2 . 22 
Tota l 437 48 . 5 
TABLE I 
KANSAS ELEMENTARY PRI NCIPALS 
Co. & 3rd To ta l 
cla ss c ities sampl es 
no . per c ent 
11 1. 22 13 
170 18 . 87 226 
278 30 . 85 652 
1 . 11 L~ 
4 .45 6 
464 51.5 901 
Tota l 
per cent 
1 . )--J,l.j, 
25 . 09 
72 . 36 
• 4L~ 
. 67 




an Ed . D. or equivalent . Of the first and sec ond class city _ 
pr i n cipals 41. 5 per c ent of the 48 . 5 per cent involved have 
a master degree and . J pe r cent have an Ed . D. or equival ent 
a s compared to 30 . 9 per cen t of the 51 . 5 per cent involved 
who have a master degree and .1 p e r cent an Ed . D. or 
equivalent of the cou11ty and third class c ity principals . 
The grea te s t var i at i on in degrees held between the 
two groups of pr i nc i pals is found in those who have less 
than a master degree . In . the fi r st and second class cities 
fifty - eight of the pr i nc i pals fall in this ca te~ory and . 
181 pr i nc i pals in the COUJ.'1.ty and t h ird c l ass cities have less 
than a master degree . The two comb ined are 26 . 5 per cent 
of a ll the e l ementary princ i pals in Kansas. 'rhere are t h ir-
teen or 1.4 per c ent of t h e elementary pr incipals in Kansas 
who do not ho l d a degree . 
The study made by Dirks6 revealed tha t 30 . 7 per cent 
of t he Kan s a s e l ement a ry pr i nc i pal s had achieved l ess than 
a master degree during the 1957-1958 school year as c ompared 
to 26 . 5 per cent found in t h is study . It is assumed t hat 
t h ose in this profession h a ve become better prepared dur i ng 
the past year beca use the compar ison shows that 4 . 2 per cent 
6A. W. Dirks, 11 The Kai1sas El ement ary School Principal, 
1957-1958 , 11 The Kansa s El ementarv Schoo l Principal , 1 :6- 8 , 
Spring , 1959. 
TABLE II 14 
Al\ .. LY. I S OF TOTAL GRADUATE HOURS 
I is s ELEEN A y p I TCI ALS 
1~58-1959 
1s t & 2nd Co . & 3rd Total Total 
Hours c l ass c i t i e s c l ass c i t i es samples per cent 
no . per cent no . per cent 
0 2 . 22 29 3 . 22 31 J . 44 
1-9 13 1 . 41+ 41 1.,L • 5 5 54 5 . 99 
10- 19 22 2 . 1-1,4 53 5 . 8 75 8 . 32 
20 - 29 21 2 . 33 40 4 .1+4 61 6 . 77 
30 - 39 230 25 . 53 212 23 . 53 442 49 . 06 
Li-0 - Li-9 87 9 . 66 45 5 . 00 132 14 . 66 
50 - 59 37 4 . 11 l Lr, 1. 55 51 5 . 66 
60- 69 11 1. 22 10 1. 11 21 2 . 33 
70- 79 8 . 89 1 .11 9 1. 00 
80- 89 1 . 11 1 . 11 2 . 22 
90- 99 2 . 22 . oo 2 . 22 
100* 3 . 33 2 . 22 5 . 55 
Omitted - . oo 16 1. 78 16 1. 78 
Tota l 43 7 48 . 50 464 51. 50 901 100 . 00 
ii-This fi gure i nc l udes not only t hose principal s i th 
100 hours but those havi1 g more t '1an 100 gr aduate hours . 
of t he Kan sas e l e men t a r y pr i n c i 1)a l s ea r ned master degr ees 
dur i ng t he year . 
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The da t a i n Ta ble I I r eveal s t ha t near l y half , 49 per 
0-' 
cent , of £he pr i n ci-,pals n qw have from t h i rt y t o th i r t y- n i n e 
"' gr a dua te hours . Of the tota l number of pr i n c i pal s , 73 per cent 
ha ve th i r ty or more gr a dua t e hours . Fi v e pr i nc i pals have one 
hundr ed or more gr a dua te h ours . In t he c oun ty and t h i r d c l as s 
c i t i e s t went y- nine prin c i pal s have no gr aduate hours while 
on l y t wo pr i n c i pal s i n t he f i rs t and se c ond c l ass c i t i es f a l l 
in t h is ca t egor y . The l eve l showi ng t he gr eatest _d i fferen~e 
b e t ween t h e t f"JO gr oups i s t h e l eve l b e t ween for t :9' -_and .for t y- n i ne 
g;radua t e . hours where the cit i es of t he fi rs t and se c ond class 
ha ve 4. 6 per cent age po i nts mqr e t han t h ose schoo l s of county 
and th i rd c l a ss cities . 
By compa r i ng t he cont ent s of Table I , page 12 , '·and 
Ta ble I I it c an read ily be seeri t hat t her e .are se~eral pr i nc i pals 
who do not ha ve a ma ster degr ee but who do have between thi r t y 
and t h i r t y- n i ne gr adua t e hours . I t may be a ssumed t ha t $everal 
< 
pr i n c i pal s will r ec e i ve t he i r mas t er degr e e if they a ttend 
college i n t hB near f uture . 
A l arge number of t he pr i ncipal s we r e enrol l ed i n 
c ol l e ge cla sse s i n 1958 . During 1958 Tab l e III shows t hat 
\ 
40 . 2 pe r c ent or 3 62 were enrolled i n i n sti t1.,i.ti o:ns of h i gher 
l earni ng wi t h near l y a n equa l numb er enrolled i n the 
r ABLE III 16 
A STUDY OF THE LAST YEAR OF COLLEGE ATTENDANCE 
FOR KANSAS ELE 1ENTARY PRI NCIPALS 
195 8- 1959 
1st & 2nd Co. & 3rd Total Tota l Year cla ss c it i e s c l a s s ci t i e s sampl es per cent no_. per c ent n o o per cent 
1958 183 20.31 17 9 19 . 87 362 40 . 18 
1957 69 7 . 66 80 8 . 88 149 16. 54 
1956 53 5. 88 59 6.55 112 12 . 43 
1955 48 5. 33 37 4 . 11 85 9 . 4L~ 
1954 28 3.11 21 2 . 33 49 5 .. 44 
195J 13 1. 45 14 1.5 6 27 3 . 01 · 
.. 
1952 9 1. 00 9 1. 00 18 2. 00 
1951 11 1.22 9 1. 00 20 2. 22 
1950 2 . 22 6 . 67 8 . 89 
.. 
1949 3 . 33 4 . 44 7 . 77 
1948 2 . 22 1 . 11 3 . JJ 
1947 . oo 4 • L~4 Lt, . 44 
1946 . oo 1 .11 7 . 11 ... 
1945 2 . 22 1 .11 J . 33 
1944 . oo aOO . oo 
1943 .. oo . oo . oo 
(C ont i nued ) 
T BLE III ( Continued ) 
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Yea r 
1st & 2nd Co . & Jrd Total To t a l 
cla s s citi e s cla ss cit i e s sampl es per cent 
n o . pe r cent no . per cent 
1942 . oo 2 . 22 2 . 22 
1941 1 . 11 1 . 11 2 . 22 
1940 .oo 2 . 22 2 . 22 
1939 . oo 2 . 22 2 . 22 
1938 1 . 11 7 . 78 . 89 
1 937 . oo 3 . JJ 3 . 33 
193 6 . oo 3 . 33 3 . 33 
193 5 1 . 11 . oo 1 . 11· 
193 4 . oo .oo . oo 
193 3 1 . 11 1 . 11 2 . 22 
1 93 2 . oo . oo . oo 
1931* . oo 6 . 67 6 . 67 
. Omi t t ed 10 1. 11 12 1. 33 22 2 . 44 
Total 437 48 . 5 0 464 5 1. .50 901 1 00 . 00 
.. ~Thi s figure i nc l udes not only t h e date 1931 but all 
dates previ ous to i t . 
/ 
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two g ro~ps . It is very enc our ag i ng t o not e t hat 84 p $r cent 
of a ll Kansas e l ement a ry prin cipals have attended college 
i n t he past five years . Re11ewa l requ i rements , no doub t , are 
in par t r espons i b l e for t h is h i gh percentag e . Then , t oo , 
many sch ools r equire personne l t o attend college a t certa in 
i n t erva ls ' which would r equire pr i ncipals t o enroll in 
insti tut i ons of higher l earning . 
The re are t hirt y - nine e l ementary p rin c i pals who have n ot 
compl e t ed refres·_er courses i n the pas t ten yee.rs . I n the 
r 
county and t h ird cla ss ci t y schoo l s six p r i n c i pal§i ,hav e not 
a ttended col leg ~ cla s ses s i n ce 1931 or previ ou s to t hat 
year . Other t han t he l as t nota t i on there i s but little 
noticeable difference between the t wo group s of pr i n c i pal s . 
Apparen tly most pr i : cipals are aware of the d ire need 
to keep a breast of new dev e lopment s . Pr oc edures a nd t e c hniq ues 
cha n ge r ap idly s o t hat prin cipals must reappear on college 
campuse s to c ont i n u e to prov i de a moder n , up- to- d a t e educa tion 
for t he c h ildren i n t h e i r s c h oo l s . 
II. EXPERI ENCE 
The on l y i n format i on obt a i ned from Form 947 conce r n i ng 
' 
experience was the tota l yea rs of exper i enc e in a ll a reas of 
? 11 Kansa s Element ar y Princ i pal's Build i ng Repor t," QJ2.. cit . 
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educa tion and the number o f years i n the pre sent pos i t i on . 
The data i n Tabl e IV revea l s tha t the total exper i ence 
of t he Kansas e l ementa ry schoo l p r i nc i pals in a l l a rea s 6f 
educat ion "" r anges fr om two to for t y - f i ve years . Prin c i pa l s 
ha v i ng fr om for t y - one to forty - f i ve years of exper i ence were 
n umbered at t h i rty..,; two whi l e fi fty - s i x were fm.md i n the one 
t o f ive yea rs g r oup . The g rea test n umber _of pr i n cipals were 
wi th i n the six to ten years r ange . Th is number was 236 or 
26 . 2 per c ent while 17 . 1 per cent were prin cipals from county _ 
and t h i rd class c i ty schools . A range of from 10 per cen t 
to 14 .1 per cent .was f ound be t ween t he g roup s of E§leven to 
fift een years and thirty- one t o th i r t y - f i ve year s . -Eleven 
t o f i f t een years inc luded 14 ~1 per cent of t he princ i pal s , 
s i x t een to t went y had 1 0 . 7 per cent , twenty- one to twenty- fiv e 
i n cluded 11. 8 per cent , t went y - s i x t o t h irty years showed 10 . 6 
per cent , a nd the t h irty- on e to thirty- five years group revea led 
1 0 pe r c ent . In a ll area s of educ_at i on Li,6 . 5 per ce:..r1t of the 
pr i n c i pal s have f i f t e en years or l ess e x per i ence . Other _ 
t han t he s i x t o t en year s g roup t here is little noticeable 
d i stribut i on -be t ween t he t wo group s of principals . 
The a nalys is of t h e number o f years in the present 
p osi tion , Tab l e V., page 21 , s h ows tha t 82 . 6 per cent of t he 
e l ementa ry pr i ncipa l s have been i n t he ir p re sent pos i t i on for ter-
ye~or les s . Tho se who have been i n t he present p osit i on for 
\ TABLE IN ANALYSIS OF TOTAL YEARS EXPER IENCE OF 
KANSAS ELEf1El-TARY F DW I ALS I N ALL 
AREAS OF EDUCATION 1958-1 959 
1st & 2nd Co . & 3rd Tot a l Tota l 
Yea r s cla s s c it i e s c l ass c it i e s sampl es per cent 
no . per cent no . per cent 
1-5 12 1. 33 44 L~ . 88 56 6 . 21 
6- 10 82 9 . 10 154 17 . 09 236 26 .19 
11-15 57 6 . 33 70 7 . 77 127 l lJ-. 10 
16- 20 L1,7 5 . 22 49 5 . l/-4 96 10 . 66 
21-25 57 6 . 33 49 5 . 44 106 11 . 77 
26- 30 57 6 . 33 38 L~ . 22 95 10 . 55 
31-35 5l 5 . 66 39 4 . 33 90 9 . 99 
36- 40 38 4 . 21 lJ 1. 44 51 5 . 65 
Ll-1 - 45 26 2 . 88 6 . 67 
I 
32 3 . 55 
Omi tted 10 1.11 2 . 22 12 1. 33 




\ ANALYS IS OF YEARS AT PF.ESENT POSITION OF KANSAS ELEMENTARY PRINCIPALS 
1958- 1959 
1st & 2nd Co . & 3rd 
Years c l ass c i t i e s clas s c ities 
no . per cent no . per cent 
1- 5 255 28 . 30 323 35 . 85 
6- 10 80 8 . 88 86 9 . 54 
11- 15 58 6 . 44 28 3 . 11 
16- 20 23 2 . 55 11 1. 22 
21- 25 7 . 78 6 . 67 
26- 30 4 . 44 3 . 33 
31- 35 3 . 33 . oo 
Omitted 7 . 78 7 . 78 


























f i ve yea rs or l ess i ~c l ude s 64 . 2 pe r cen t of a ll pr i nc i pal s . 
The perc ent age s shown i n t he , r ema i nder of t he t abl e dwi ndl ~ 
down t o . J per c ent or thr ee princ i pal s who have be'e:h i n the 
pre sent po s i t i on fr·om t h i rty- one t o t h i rty- f i ve years-. 
The gr eate s t d i ffe r ence be t ween the t·wo groups of 
prtnc i pal s i s i n t h e one to f i ve year range where there are 
s i x t y- e i ght mor e prin c i pal s r epr esent ed in _t he county and 
t h i r d c l a ss c i:ty group t han i n the first and sec ond c l ass 
c i t y group . There i s l i tt l e n ot i ceabl e d i fference i n t he 
r ema i nder of i nformat i on . 
III. NUMBER OF STUDENTS I N KAN SAS ELEMENTARY SCHOOLS 
The r ange of t he num e r of s t udents i n Kansas element ary 
sch ool s i s gr ea t. It i s fr om l e s s than fif ty t o as many as 
on e t housand a s .i nd i ca t ed i n Tabl e VI. As mi ght be expected 
t he r e i s c on s i derable d ifference b~t we~n t he enroJ._lment 
fi gure s i n county and t h i r d cla ss city schoo l s and fi rs t and 
'-
s e c ond clas s c i t y school s • .Of t he county and t h i rd clas s 
city sch ool s -73 per . c ent ha d an enrol l ment of 25 0 or l e ss 
wh i le t h i s .he l d t rue wi th onl y J O per c en t of t he f i rst and 
s e cond c l a s s c i t y s chool s . The gr ea t est d i ff er enc e was f ound 
i 
i n sc hools wi t h an enrollment of f r om f ifty- on e t o .one hundred 
students . Count y a n d t hi rd c l a ss c it i e s had 15 .4 per cen t 
_/ 
\ TABLE VI 
ANALYSIS OF THE NUMBER OF STUDENTS I N 
KANSAS ELEMENTARY SCHOOLS 
1958-1959 
Number 1 st & 2nd Co . & J rd Total Tot a l 
of class c i t i es clas s cit i es s ampl es per cent 
students no . per cent no . per cent 
-· 
1-5 0 2 . 22 6 . 67 8 . 89 
51-100 8 . 89 139 15 . 43 11-,t,7 16 . 32 
101-150 23 2 . 55 105 11. 65 128 14 . 20 
151-200 48 5 . J J 52 5 . 77 100 11.10 
201-250 52 5 .77 J S 4 . 22 90 9 . 99 
251- J OO LH 4 . 55 25 2 . 78 66 7 . JJ 
J01-J50 y r, 6 . oo 21 2 . JJ 75 8 . J J 
351-400 51 5 . 66 20 2 . 22 71 7 . 88 
401- 450 37 4 . 11 9 1. 00 46 5 . 11 
451-5 00 J S 4 . 22 8 . 89 46 5 . 11 
501-5 50 22 2 . 44, 2 . 22 24 2 . 66 
(C ont i nued ) 
[\) 
I,_,) 
\ TABLE VI (Conti:ii-ued ) 
Number 1st & 2nd Co . & J rd Tota l Tot a l 
of cla ss citie s c l a s s c i ti e s sampl es , per cent 
students no . per c ent no. per cent 
551-600 21 2 . 33 7 . 78 28 J . 11 
601-650 6 • 67 4 . 44 10 1. 11 
651-7 00 6 . 67 9 1. 00 15 1. 67 
701-750 4 . 44 3 . 33 7 . 77 
751-800 2 . 22 4 . 44 6 . 66 
801- 850 4 . 44 3 . 33 7 . 77 
851-900 3 . 33 . oo 3 . 33 
901-950 2 . 22 . oo 2 . 22 
951- 1000 1 . 11 5 . 56 6 . 67 
Omitted 12 1. 33 4 . 44 16 1. 77 
Tota l 437 48 . 5 464 51.5 901 100 . 00 
.:,. 
of t hese school s a s c ompared to . 9 per c ent of t h e schools 
i n cit i e s of the fi~st and second clas s . 
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It mu st be pointed out, however , tha t fi v e of t he six 
schools with an enrollment of 95 1 - 1000 a re i n the county 
and t h ird c l a ss c ity category~- Tn e enrollment f i g ure of 
more than' s i x hundred students indicated a r ea s onable d istri-
bution bet ween the . t wo group s of s c hools with the excep tion 
noted a bove . 
The sch oo l enrol lmen t in f i rst a n d se c on d c l a ss cit i es 
i s var ied to the exte nt t h a t 2 . J pe r cen t i s t he : smallest 
pe r c ent and 6 per cent i s the l arg es t p e r cent having a 
school enrollment from 101 - 600 wi th interva ls of fifty a t 
-· 
e a c h leve l (i. e . 101-150 ). 
nr. THE NUMBER OF TEACHERS I N EACH ELEMENTA_ Y 
SCHOOL AND THE TIME SPENT BY EACH PRIN-
CIPAL I N ALL. PHASES OF SUPERVISION 
AND ADMINISTRATI ON 
It shoul d be p oin ted out tha t Tabl es VII , VIII, and 
I X provide two sets of inf ormat i on a s opposed to one se t of 
i n fo r mation i n a l l other t a ble s . On t he l e ft s i de of e a c h 
t ab l e i s a co l umn pert a i n i n g t o the numbe r of t eache rs i n 
t he several s choo l s . Acro s s the top is li sted the per cent 
\, 
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of time s p ent by the p r i n cip a l i n supervi sion and a dmi n i strati on 
of the e l ementary s ch ool. A tea ching pri nc i pal i s one who 
tea ches a cla s s , g r ade , or g roup , and also has adm i nis trative 
and supervi sory dut i es . The 0 pe r cent shows tha t the 
p r i nc i pa l i s a f ull time t eac h i ng princ i pal . I n o t her word s 
t he prin cipal s pend s t he ent i re s c h ool da y in the classroom 
with no par t of t ha t day set a s i d e for a dmin i str a tion and 
s upe rvi s i on . I n t he 10 pe r c ent column the prin c i pal s pends 
1 0 per cen t o f the s c h oo l time in a dmi n i strat ive a nd supervisory 
work with t h e r e ma i ning 90 per cen t of the school time i n 
tea c hing . 
The number be low the p e r cen t c o l umn i ndica tes t he 
number of prin c i pals in s choo l s a ccording t o t he s i ze i nd ica t ed 
by the number of te a chers in the tea chers column . All oth e r 
columns re v ea l simila r informa tion . 
The i n formation f r om the f i rst a nd sec ond cla s s city 
school s and t he county a nd t h i rd class c i t y . scho ol s was 
t abula ted in separate t abl e s and t hen c ombi n ed i n Table .I X 
t o pe rm it a clea r ana l ys i s of t he t o t a l informa tion . 
The evid ence i n Tab l e VII con c erns onl y first a n d second 
cla ss city schools. There was a school with four tea c hers and 
a nother with twenty-three tea c hers where t he princ i pa l i n ea ch 
situa tion s pent 50 per cent of the s chool day in administra tive 
an~pe r vi sory a ctivities . 
The number of tea che rs in t he schools of the citie s 
of this cla ss r a n g e fr om four to t h irty- nine . There were 
nine school s with four t eachers and one wi th t h irty- n i ne : 
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Th e ma jor i t y of th~ sch ool s had from s ix to twen t y tea chers 
in the sys t em . The med i a n number of teachers i n scho ol s 
of t he fir s t a nd se c ond c l a ss cit i e s was t h irteen . 
The r e 1 mre 35 per cent of t he p r i ncipals wh o s pent 
a ll of t he ir time in administra tive and s u p e rvisor y c apacities . 
One schoo l with a princ i pal i n th i s c ategory had four t e a chers . 
The i n forma.t i on a l s o i nd ica t e s tha t J 6 . 4 pe r c en t pf the pr i n ci -
pals s pent 50 per cent of t he s chool day te a c h ing . There were 
6 . 6 per cen t who sp ent t he entire day in the class room . The 
tota l percentag e of t he p r i nc i pals wh o taugh t ,1ore t han 50 per 
cent of t he time was 17. 3 p e r cent. One of the s e school s had 
as many as seven teen te a cher s . Situat ions o f t h i s typ e will 
be d i s cussed l a ter in this study . 
There were only 4 23 usable s ub jects i n t he fi rst and 
second c l a ss city sch ool s . S i nce t wo parts of the informat i on 
were p l a ced togethe r on the t abl e s when one p a r t of the i nfor -
ma tion fov..nd on Form 9L1-8 was fill ed out a n d the othe r lef t 
b l ank neither coul d be use d . Fourteen l e ft one or b oth i tems 
8 11 Kansa s El e menta ry Pr i nc i pa l 1 s Build i ng Report , 11 .QQ. c i t . 
TABLE VII 
\ ANALYSIS OF THE NUMBER OF TEACHERS I N FIRST AND SECOND CLASS CITY SCHOOL SYSTE 1S AND THE PER CENT OF TIME SPENT I N ALL AREAS OF SUPERVISION AND ADMINISTRAT ION 
BY THE KANSAS ELEMEN~_ARY PRINCIPAL 195 8- 195 9 -., 
•. 
No . of Per cent of time spent Tota l Tota l 
t eachers 0 10 20 30 40 · 50 60 70 80 .· 90 100 princ i pals per cent 
L~ 5 - 1 1 1 1 1 lG 2 . 36 
5 2 1 2 1 6 1.42 
6 4 3 1 - · .. ... 5 1 4 18 L~ . 26 
''~· ... 
7 5 3 2 1 2 20 1 6 L~0 9 . 46 
8 ; 5 1 2 1 18 2 3 32 7 .5 6 
9 3 L~ 1 17 1 ' 4 . 1 J.4, 35 8 . 27 
10 2 2 1 15 2 1 4 27 6 . 38 
11 1 1 4 2 9 17 4 . 02 
12 1 1 10 1 9 22 5 . 20 
13 1 25. 1 1 10 JS 8 . 98 
lL~ 1 1 1 16 3 1 1 9 33 7 . 80 
15 2 2 1 6 4 2 1 15 33 7. 80 
( C orrt inued) N 
co 
TABLE VII (Continued ) 
No . 0~ Per cent of time s12ent Total Total 
teachers 0 10 20 JO 40 50 60 7 0 80 90 100 princ i pals per c ent 
16 1 2 1 6 1 12 25 5 . 91 
17 1 J 2 1 12 19 4- . 49 
18 1 1 1 7 1 0 2 . 36 
19 1 1 1 4 1 7 15 3 . 55 
20 1 1 1 1 8 12 2 . 84 
21 2 J 5 1.18 
22 4 4 . 95 
23 1 5 6 1 . L~2 
2L~ 1 2 3 .71 
25 2 2 . 47 
26 - J J . 71 
27 J J . 71 
· (Continued ) 








Tot a l 
prin cjpa ls 28 
10 20 
11 18 
TABLE VII (C ontinued ) 
Per cent of t i me spen t 
JO 40 5 0 60 .70 80 
1 0 5 26 7 
Tota l Total 















'I1 o t a l 




blank . A s i mila r situation wa s f o und when t he ma teria l from 
t he county and t h ird c l a ss city schools was being gathered 
as t h irty- e i ght · pr i n cipals had l e ft one or both b l anl-c v,Jhen 
t hey fi lled out t he ir bui lding repor t . 
I n t he coun t y and t hird class city schoo l s 22 per cent 
of t he pr i nc i pals s pent the entire day in administra tive and 
su erv i sory tasks as indi c a ted in Ta b l e VIII . There were 45 .3 
per cent of t he se p r i nc i pals who spent more t han 50 per cent of 
t he day i n t he c l a ssr oom . Thi s was 28 _ e rcentage po i nts ~ore 
tha n was found in the first and second c l ass city schoo l s . 
The r ange of t he number of tea chers per sclioo l i n the 
count y and th i rd c l a ss city school s was from four t o forty - four ; 
t wo s chool s had forty - four tea chers . The med i a n number of 
t e a chers i n this c l ass s chool was f i ve as oppos~d to the t h i r -
t een for the fi rst and sec ond c l ass group . There were seventy 
- n i ne schools in the c ounty and th i rd c l as s city sch ool group 
wi th four t eachers . It s h oul d a l so be ment i oned here tha t 
sev eral more would have f a llen i n th i s f our tea cher g roup 
if t hose school s had been used in this study where the 
pr i n cipa ls worked part of t h e day in areas other t han the 
e l ementary school . 
There were n i ne t y - f our pr i n cipals_, 22 per c en t , who 
' s pend all of t heir t i me i n adm i n i s trat i ve a nd superv i sory 
t a s k s . · The t eacher r ange i n thi s gr oup i s f rom seven to 
FORSYTH UB~ARV ---
FORT HAYS t\i\NSAS 1i'TE COLLEGE 
TABLE VIII 
\ A JALYSIS OF THE NUMBER OF TEACHERS Ir COUNTY AND THI RD CLASS eITY SCHOOL SYSTEMS A JD THE PER CENT OF TIME SPENT 
I N ALL AREAS OF SU ERVISION AND ADMINISTRATI ON 
BY THE KANSAS ELEMENTARY PRI NCIPAL 1958- 1959 
No . of Per cent of t i me s12ent Tota l Tota l 
t eachers 0 10 20 30 LW 50 60 70 80 90 100 pr incipal s per cent 
4 l-1,3 4 11 2 1 10 4 4 79 18 . 54 
5 27 6 6 1 6 6 3 55 12 . 91 
6 8 2 3 3 3 5 1 1 1 27 6 . 34 
7 11 J 1 l.j, 2 2 1 24 5 . 63 
8 13 1 3 1 6 J 3 3 1 5 '.39 9 . 15 
9 4 2 10 4 1 9 1 1 9 l.J, l 9 . 62 
10 1 3 1 12 5 1 4 27 6 . 34 
11 1 2 6 1 4 4 18 4 . 23 
12 1 5 2 1 5 14 J . 29 
lJ 1 2 3 2 6 14 3 . 29 
14 2 1 1 1 1 1 L~ 11 2 . 58 
15 1 1 1 1 1 1 3 9 2 . J_l 
(Cont i nued ) '---'.) [\) 
TABLE VIII (Continued ) 
No . of\ Per cent of t i me snent Tota l · Tota l 
t eacher s 0 10 20 JO 40 50 60 70 80 90 100 princ i pal s per cent 
1 6 1 1 1 3 . 70 
17 1 1 1 1 7 11 2 . 58 
18 2 3 5 1.17 
19 2 1 5 8 1. 88 
20 1 2 3 . 70 
21 1 5 6 1.41 
22 1 ' 1 . 24 
23 2· 2 . 4 7 
24 1 2 3 . 70 
25 3 3 . 70 
26 3 3 . 70 
27 1 1 . 24 




No . \ of 
















Per cent of time s:12en t 
2 0 J O 40 50 60 
l 
J S 18 9 72 32 
(Cont i nued ) 
Tota l 










26 5 426 
Total 
per cent 26 .5 J .5 8 . 9 4 . 2 2 . 1 16 . 9 7.5 6 . 1 1 . 0 1 . 2 22 . 1 
Tot a l 










100 . 00 
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f or t y - f our . The great est pe r cent repres ent i ng t i me spent 
i n adm i n i st r at i on and superv i s i on was i n the O per , cent col umn . 
I n othe r words ·26 . 5 per cent of the prin cipals in the county 
and- t h i r d- c l a ss school s spend ~no part of the day t ha t school 
i s i n sess i on i n adm inistrat ive a nd s uperv isory a rea s . 
· By comb i n i ng t he two g roups Tabl e I X i ndicates that 
1 0 . 5 per ~ent of a ll schools in Kansas ~hich have e l ementary 
pr i nc i p a l s hav e four teachers i n the .system . The medi an 
number of teachers i n all e lementary school s tha t have an· 
eleme _tary p r i nc i pal i s ten . 
On ly f i ft y - eight schools had twenty- two cir ~ciore 
t eachers wi thi n t he s y stem . This , of course , l eft the 
r ema i n i n g 791 s c hools wi th l ess t han twenty- two teachers 
per s c hool. 
The ma jor i ty of t he elementa ry princ i pals , when t ime 
8,pen t in admin i stra t i on and supervision was studied , fe ll 
i n t o three d i s tinc t group s . The y were : O per c ent , 50 per 
c ent , a nd 1 00 per cent . The grea t est number , 242 , c ame 
under the 100 per cent g roup wh i ch i s 28 . 5 per cent of al l 
t he e l ement ary prin cipals . in Kans a s . Thi s g roup was clos~l y 
fo l lowed b y t hose p r i n c i pa l s w~o spent one- half of the ir t i me 
in the area of adm i n i str a t i on and s upervis i on . In t h is group 
we1"e 226 or 26 . 6 per c ent o f t he pr i nc'i pa l s . The third 
d i s tin ct g r oup was t h o s e pr i n c i pal s who s p ent n o part of t he 
TABLE I X 
\ ANALYS I S OF THE TOTAL NUMBER OF TEACHERS I N KANSAS SCHOOLS AND THE PER CENT OF T nm SPENT I N ALL AREAS OF SUPERVISION AND 
ADMINI STRATI ON BY THE KANSAS ELEMENTARY 
PRINCIPAL 1958 - 1959 
No . of Per cent of t i me s12ent Tota l Tota l 
teachers 0 10 20 30 40 50 60 70 80 90 100 pr i ncipal s per cent 
4 48 4 12 3 1 11 4 5 ..., 1 89 10 . 48 
5 29 7 6 1 8 6 3 1 61 7 . 18 
6 12 2 6 4 3 10 2 1 1 4 45 5 . 30 
7 16 3 5 2 2 24 J 2 7 64 7 . 54 
8 18 2 5 1 1 24 J 5 3 1 8 71 8 . 36 
9 7 2 14 4 2 26 2 5 1 13 76 8 . 94 
10 1 2 5 2 27 5 3 1 8 54 6 . 36 
11 2 3 10 1 6 13 35 - 4 . 12 
12 1 1 1 15 2 1 1 11+ 36 4 . 24 
13 1 1 2 .. 28 1 2 1 16 52 6 . 13 
14 2 1 1 1 1 17 1 4 1 2 13 44 .5 . 18 
(Cont i nued) 
\....0 
(]'. 
rrABLE I X (Continued ) 
\ 
No . o} Pe r cent of time spent Tota l Tota l 
t e a chers 0 10 20 30 40 50 60 70 80 90 100 prin c i pal s per cent 
1.5 3 2 1 1 7 1 .5 2 2 18 42 4 . 9.5 
16 1 2 1 6 1 3 1 13 28 3 . 30 
17 2 1 3 1 1 2 1 19 30 3 . .53 
18 1 1 3 10 1.5 1. 77 
19 1 3 2 Li, 1 12 23 2 . 71 
20 1 2 1 1 10 1.5 1. 77 
21 3 8 11 1. 29 
22 .5 .5 • .5 9 
23 1 7 8 . 94 
24 1 1 4 6 . 71 
2.5 .5 .5 • .59 
26 6 6 . 71 
( Con tin ued) 
TABLE I X (Cont i nued ) 
No . ~f Per cent of time s r2ent Tota l Tota l 
t ea chers 0 10 20 JO 40 50 60 70 80 90 100 principals per cent 
27 - 4 4 .47 
28 4 4 . 47 
29 3 3 . 35 
JO 2 2 . 24 
31 3 3 . 35 
32 2 2 . 24 
34 1 3 4 . 47 
36 1 1 . 12 
39 2 2 . 24 
41 1 1 . 12 
44 2 2 . 24 
Tota l 
princjpal s 141 26 56 28 15 226 37 52 , 11 15 21-/,2 849 
Tota l 




day in areas of adm i n i stration and supervision . Th i s g roup 
repre se:rited 1 6 . 6 per cent or 141 of t he eleme.ntary pr i n c i pals 
i n Kansa s . 
There were pr i nc i pals represented i n each of t he 1 0 
per cent group s i n be t ween t he three d ist i nct group s but 
t hese numbers were not cons i dered significant enough to 
demand separate expl a nat i on . The p r i nc i pals in t he 10 , 20 ; 
30 , and 40 per cent b r acke t numbered 125 . This number repre -
sented 1 4 . 7 pe r cent of a ll pr i nc i pals . I n the 60 , 70 , 80 , 
and 90 per. cent gr oup t he comb ined number of pr i :o.c i pal s was 
115 · which wa,s 13 . 6 per cent of the entire group . 
V . SALARY 
Sa l a ry is a popul ar top ic of d i scussi on for mos t 
g roups of people . The salary rang e of the Kansas e l ementa ry 
pr i nc i pal was from a low of $2 , 250 to a high of $8 , 45 0 . 
The a ve rage sa l a ry of the Kansas e l ementa ry pr i n cipa l was 
$ 5 , 121 for t he 195 8 - 1959 school year . Thi s wa s lJJ ~per cent 
g r eater than . t he ~.v era_ge e l ementary tea cher ' s salary i n 
Kansa s which wa s $ J , 844 fo r t he 1958 -1959 school year a s 
shown by a survey summary of t he Kansas Sta te Teachers ·· 
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Associa t i on . 9 Accord i ng t o fur t h e r i nformat i on fo und in the 
Ka nsas St a te Tea chers Assoc i a t i on survey sv.mmary , p rin c i pal s 
i n first a nd se c ond 6la ss city s c h ools re c eived 14 4 pe r cent, 
on the a verage , of t h e t e a c h er ' s s a l a r i es in the s ame sch oo l s , 
pr i ncipals i n second c l ass city s c h oo l s received 131 pe r c ent 
of t he t eacher ' s sala ri e s i n the same school s a n d p r i n cipal s 
i n third cla ss c i ty sch ools 127 pe r cent of t he t eacher ' s 
s a l a r i es i n a ll situa tion s fr om t he two te a cher sc hools to 
s c hoo l s in third c l a s s cit i e s . The med i an salary r a nge f or 
prin c i pals in f i rs t a n d sec ond class city school s was $5 , 500 
to $5 , 999 whi le t he med i an salary for p r i n c i pals i p . c ounty 
and t hi rd c l a ss city schools was c ons i der able lower a s tha t 
r ange was f r om $4 , 50 0 to $ 4 , 99 9 . 
Th e l e rge s t number of prin c i pals in county a n d t h ird 
class ci ty sch ools a ccording to Tabl e X, fe ll wi t h i n the 
s a lary r a n ge of $4 , 5 00 to $4 , 999 . I n t h is c a t egory were l OJ 
or 11.4 per cent , close l y followed by 10. J per cen t in t h e 
sa l a r y r a n g e of $5 ,000 to $5 , L~99 . 
I n fi rs t a nd se c on d c l a ss c ity school s 25 .5 per cent 
of t he p r i nc i pal s had a s a lary from $4 , 50 0 to $5 , 999 . The 
g r e a test number , 11. J per cent , earned from $5 , 000 to $5 , 4 99 . 
9Department of Prof e ss i onal Re l a ti ons , Tea che r s ' Sa l ar ies 
i n Kansa s , 1958-1959 ( Topeka , Kansa s : Ka:nsa s Sta t e Tea chers 
Associat i on , 195 8 ). 
/ 
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T BLE X 
A LYSIS OF SALARY 0 1 KAlSAS 
ELEf ~_TTARY RI NCI PALS 
1958- 1959 
1 st & 2nd Co . & Jrd Total 1rotal Sa l ary c l a ss cities cla ss c i ti es samples per cent 
no . per cent no . per cent 
1- 2999 4 • 4L~ 17 1. 89 21 2 . JJ 
J00 0- 3499 2 . 22 15 1. 67 17 1. 89 
3500- 3999 2 . 22 27 J . 00 29 J . 22 
4000- 4499 18 2 . 00 85 9 . 4J l OJ 11. 43 
4500- 4999 66 7 . 33 l OJ 11. 43 169 18 . 76 
5000 - 5499 102 11.32 93 10 . 32 195 21. 64 
5500- 5999 65 7 . 21 43 l.J •• 77 108 11. 98 
6000 - 6499 35 J . 89 39 Lj, . 3 J 74 8 . 22 
6500 - 6999 41 4 . 55 17 1. 89 58 6 . 44 
700 0- 7499 23 2 . 55 9 1. 00 32 J . 55 
75 00- 7999 62 6 . 88 4 • 4'-l, 66 7 . 32 
8000 - 8L1,99 8 . 89 2 . 22 10 1.11 
Omi tted 9 1. 00 10 1. 11 19 2 . 11 
Tota l 43 7 48 . 5 464 51.5 901 100 . 00 
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Cons i dering a ll of the p r i nc i pals in the state of 
Kansa s 63 . 8 per cent earned be t v-reen $4 , 000 and $5 , 999 . Of 
a ll the pr i nc i p~l s 26 . 6 per cent or 240 earned be t ween $6 , 000 
and $8 , Lr,99-. In th i s gr oup 1. 1 per cent or ten earned be t ween 
$8 , 000 and $8 , 499 . Two of the . ten were i n county and th i rd 
c l ass ci t y s cho ol s a s were seventy- one of the 240 ment i oned 
prev i ous l y . 
In general the pri nc i pals in the cities of the fir st 
and. s econd c l a ss received a g re a.'ter salary tha:n did those 
pr i nc i pals .in county .and t h i rd c l ass cit y schools for the 
schoo l yea r 1958- 1959 . 
VI . MEMBERSHIP IN PROFESSI OX-AL ORGAI I ZA'I1IONS .. 
I nformat i on i n Tabl e XI shovrn the number of professional 
or gan i zat i ons to wh i ch the Kansa s e l ement ary princ i pal belongs . 
Accord i ng t o Otto10 t he e l ement a ry pri nc i pal 1 s organi za tions 
a t t he l ocal , state , and nat i onal l evel have bec ome qui t~ active 
in t he past f~w years . 
I n Kansa s , five pr i n c i pal s belonged to no organizat i ons 
and on e belonged to a s many a s e l e ven . The most common number 
of professional organi zat i ons t o whi ch the pr i nc i pal belonged 
' wa s thr ee . Generally these t hree were the loca l , state , and 
l Ootto, QQ. . cit ., p . 663 . 
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T BLE XI 
JALYSIS OF I\ E'"lBE SHI P I N OFESSIO L O"lG_ IZATI -
KANS. S ELEMENTA11Y PRD CIPALS 
1958- 1959 
Organ i - 1st & 2nd Co . & Jrd Total Tota l za tions cla s s ci t i e s c l a s s citie s sampl es· per c ent 
no . per c ent no . per cent 
0 . oo 5 . 55 5 . 55 
1 . oo 7 • 78 7 . 78 
2 8 . 89 40 4 .1+4 48 5 . 33 
3 70 7 . 77 210 23 . Jl 280 31.08 
4 98 10 . 88 101 11 . 21 199 22 . 09 
5 105 11 . 65 55 6 . 11 160 17 . 76 
6 111 12 . 32 37 4 . 11 148 16 . 43 
7 2l.J, 2 . 66 3 . J J 27 2. 99 
8 12 1. 33 1 . 11 13 1. 44 
9 3 . J J . oo 3 . J J 
10 1 . 11 . oo 1 . 11 
11 l . 11 . oo 1 . 11 
Omi tted 4 . 45 5 . 55 9 L OO 
Tota l 437 48 . 5 . 464 51.5 901 100 . 00 
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national tea chers a ssocia tions. Principals b e long i ng t o a t 
--
lea st three organiza tion s numbered 28 0 a nd 78 7 pr i nc i pals 0 re 
member s of fr om t h re e t o six profe ss i onal organi zat ions . 
This numb e r wa s 87.4 pe r c ent of t he p otentia l members . 
Of a ll Kan s a s p rinc i p a ls 48 per cent belong t o the 
Ka nsa s Associa tion of El ement ary School Princ i pals a n d 38 
per cent b elong to t h e Department of El ementar y School 
Prin cipals, wh ich is t he nat ional a s s oc i a tion f or e l ementary 
sehool prin cipals . 
CHAPrER I II 
THE RE CO J.VIEX-DED STATUS FOR THE 
ELEME1ITARY SCHOOL PRI NCI PAL 
The re c ommended status for t he e l ement ary sch ool 
prin c i pa l was d ete r mi ned f r om t he qu estionnaire . Of t he 
q u e s t i onna i res sent ou t to one h un d r ed Kans a s e l ement ary 
s c hoo l prin c i pals 86 per cent were r e t urned . The f i rst a nd 1J• 
s e c on d class city sch ool p r i n c i pals re t urned 84 per cent of 
t he q uest i onnai res t ha t we re sent to them a nd t he county and 
t h ird c l a s s city schoo l p r i ncipil s returned 88 pe r cent of 
t he ones t h a t were sen t t o t hem . Coll e g e personne l re turned 
1 00 pe r c ent of t he questionnaires d i s tribu t ed to them . 
'rhe r esult s from the que s tionna i res were stud i ed a nd 
p l a c ed i n t abu l a r f or m i n t h i s s tud y . Si n c e t he number of 
re turned que s tionna i res t o t a l e d one hundred , the n umbers 
found in t he t ab l es wil l i n d i c a t e bo th the number of resp onses 
a n d t h e per cent . This chapt e r will be devoted to a n 
e x p l anat i on of the q uestionna i re r esult s . 
I. QUALIF ICATIONS 
The data con c erning t he amount of fo r mal educa t i on 
b e lie v ed ~ece ssa ry by t ho se p eop l e who f i l l ed out t h e 
r 
L~6 
quest i onnaire i s reveal ed i n Table XII . There was def i n ite 
agre ement among re spondent s t ha t t he beg i rn1ing elementary 
pr i n c i pa l should be re quired t o hold a master degre e with a 
tota l of 85 per cent believing t h is to be nec essary . There 
were . t hir ty- six r esponses in each of t he f i rst and sec ond 
class city sc hools a nd t he county a n d third . class c ity schools 
who he l d t h is t o b e true . 1ith one excepti on t he college 
p ersonnel unanimously agr eed t hat the master degree should 
be t he start i ng point for element ary pr i n cipals . The one 
exception believed t he ba chelor degr ee to be sufficient as 
d i d 12 per cent of t he prin cipa l s . The remaining 2 pe r cent , 
one from e a c h of t h e pr i nc i pa ls group s , believed t he ma ster 
degree p l us t h irty semester h ours should be r equired . 
Two p eop le who filled out the ques tionna ire made a 
notat i on tha t a t the p r esent time t he master degr ee would 
be sufficient but i n the futur e the r equirement should be 
extended to i n clude t he mas t e r d e gree p lus thirt y semester 
hours . 
It is of v a l ue t o mention here the sent i ment expressed 
by several d iscussion group s represent i ng t he Depar t ment of 
El ementa ry Sc hoo l Principa ls which was : 
Several group s po inted to high c ertificat i on 
r equirements as "The sure st way of., up - g r ad i ng the 
prin cipalsh i p in a ll sta tes . 11 There was considerable 
interest in developing r e c i procal c ertif i cat i on 
\ TABLE XII FORMAL EDUCATION BEFORE BECOMING 
AN ELEMENTARY SCHOOL PRINC I PAL 
Princ i pals Princ i pals 
1st & 2nd Co . & 3rd College 
Degree clas s cit i es clas s ci t i es 12ersonnel Tota l 
no . per cent no . pe r cent no . per cent s amples per cent 
Le ss tha n 
bachelor 
degr ee 0 0 0 0 
Bachelor 
degr ee 5 5 7 7 1 1 1 3 13 
Ma ster 
degr ee ·· 3 6 . 3 6 3 6 36 13 13 85 85 
Mas t e r 
deg ree p lus 
JO hours 1 1 1 1 0 2 2 
Ed . D. or 
e qu ivalent 0 0 0 0 
Tota l 42 L~2 14 14 1 00 100 
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among ~he sta t~s a n~ i n _work ~ng towa1d some degr e e of nat iona l un i formity in tlu s area . 
Since t he ma Jor i ty of the r espondents i nd i cated the . 
master d e g r ee to be the mi n i mum of formal educa tion re quired 
for the begi nni ng e l ementary s c hool pr i nc i pa l , i t was wor t h -
while t o note the ir belie fs c oncern i ng t he mi n i mum long r a n ge 
educ~ tional goal for the e l ementary school prin c i pal . 
Accord i ng to da t a i n Ta ble XI I I t he -ma ~ority of t h ose 
answer i ng t he q ues tionna i re ind i c ated the ma ster degr ee p lus 
t h irty se ester hours to b e th i s goa l . Some 21 per cent 
t houg~ t an Ed . D. or equi va l ent shoul d be the long range 
educa t i ona l g oa l for the e l ement a ry pr i nc i pa l , while 23 per 
cent believed the maste~ d e gre e to be suffici ent . A d ifference 
i n t he bel i e fs of the t wo group s of pr i n c i pa l s was noted here , 
a s s e v enteen of t he county a nd third cla ss pr i nc i pals a s 
opposed t o only four of the other g r oup thought a mas t er degree 
to be ade q ua t e . Th i s t h i nk i ng was a l so tha t of t wo of t he 
cro llege personne l . On the other hand , three college per.sonne l , 
seven county and t h i rd c l a ss pr i n cipal s , a n d e l even from the 
firs t a nd sec ond class pr i n cipals f avored an Ed . D. or 
equivalent . 
1 11 At t he Ann ual J\1ee t i ng , 11 The Nationa l Elementary 
Pr i nc i pal , JB : 44 , May , 1959 . 
TABLE XIII \ MI NI MUM LONG RANGE EDUCATION FOR 
THE ELEMENTARY SCHOOL PRINCIPAL 
Degr ee 
Bac he l or 
deg r e e 
Ma ste r 
Prin cipal s 
1 s t & 2nd 
cla s s citie s 
no . . per cent 
0 
d e gr ee 4 Li, 
Mas t e r 
degr ee p lus 
JO hours 26 
Ed . D or 










Pr i ncipals 
Co. & Jrd 
clas s cit i e s 











Col leg e 
p ersonne l 






















The area o f col lege preparat i on f or the e lement a ry 
p rL1.c i pa l was ano t her pha se where the t h inki n g of t he ma jority 
i n t he three g r ou p s was the same . This informat i on i s 
rev~a l ed i n Tab l e XIV. Element ary school administrat i on was 
t he a r ea t h a t 84 per cent of the. resp ondents t hought to be 
ne c essa ry f or e l emen t ary school pr i ncipals . Near l y an equal 
d i stributi on was found in _ the t wo s.cho o l pr i n c i pal g roups . 
Not a r e s p onden t i n the three gr oups t hought the 
p r eparat i on fo r the e l ementary p r i n c i pal should be s pec i f i -
c a l l y i n sec ondary schoo l admin i strat i on ; however , 8 pe r cent 
d i d th i nk t h a t e i ther elementary school administrit i on or 
s e c ondary s c hoo l a dmi n i s t r ~t i on should be a ccep t a ble ~ t the 
s ame time , . 8 .p e r c ent belie v ed t h a t an elementary pr i nc i pal ' s 
prepar a t i on shoul d inc lude both e l ementary and secondary 
s c h ool adm i n i str a t i on . 
I n fo rma t i on re l a t ive to the l evel in which a person 
shoul d teach b e fore be c om i ng an el~mentary p rincipa l is 
r e vealed in 'able }._rr..J' , - page 52. There was a ·wider ra.1'lge 9f 
b elief s d isp l ayed i n t h i s i tem t han i n othe r ite ms bu t 63 
p e r c e n t of t he r esp on d ent s b e lie ved t h a t t eac h i ng exper i en ce 
p r e vi ous t o be c omi ng an e l emen t a r y p r i n c i pal, should be re - . 
quired a t the e l e ment a r y _ sch ool l e v e l. Of t hose wh o f illed 
··out t h e a ue stion n a i re 17 pe r c en t bel iev ed t hat ex pe r .i ence 
at ~ er the ele ment a r y or junior h i gh l e v_e l wou l d b e 
\ 
TABLE xrv 
THE AREA OF' COLLEGE PREPARAT I ON 
FOR THE ELSMENTARY PRI NCI PAL 
Princ i pa l s Princ i pals 
Colleg e 1st & 2nd Co. & 3 r d 
Area of class citi e s clas s cit i es ner ·sonne l Tota l 
pr epar a t ion no. per c ent 110. pe r c en t 110. per cent s am~l es pe r c ent 
El emen t a ry 
s chool 
a dmi n i stra tion 36 36 35 35 13 13 84 84 
Sec onda ry 
s c h ool 
admi n i stration 0 0 0 0 
Ei ther 
e l ementary 
or se c ondary 
schoo l 
admi ni s t r a tion 3 3 lf, L~ 1 1 8 8 
Both 
e l ementary or 
secondary schoo l 
admi n i st r a t i on 3 3 5 5 ,1, 0 8 8 




\ THE AREA OF TEACHI NG EXPERI ENCE BEFORE BECOMI NG AN ELEMENTARY 
SCHOOL PRI NCIPAL 
Prin cipals Princ i pals 
Are a of 1st & 2nd Co . & 3rd Colle g e 
tea c h ing clas s ci t i e s class cities 12er sonnel Tota, l 
i n s c hoo l no . per cent no . per cen t n o . per cent samp l es per c ent 
lement a ry 29 29 23 23 11 11 63 63 
Junior h i g h 0 1 1 0 l 1 
Seni or h i gh 0 0 0 0 
E i ther 
elementa ry or 
. junior high 8 8 9 9 0 17 1 7 
Both 
e l ement a ry and 
jun ior h i gh 2 2 8 8 1 1 11 11 
Any area 2 2 1 l 1 l 4 4 
All 3 a rea s 0 2 2 1 1 -3 3 
Omitted 1 1 0 0 1 1 




s a ti sfa ctory while 11 pe r cent i ndicated t e a ching exper i enc e 
should be a c qu i red a t both the e l e ment ary a n d junior hig h 
level . This was .f ound to b e true in t hat 8 per cent out of 
t he 11 per cen t were t he d eci,sions of county and t h ird c lass 
city s c hool pr i n c i pals . The d istribution otherwis e was 
near l y equa l. 
Clo sel y rela ted to t he a bove i s t he tea c h i ng expe r i ence 
in numbe r of years nece s sary before becomi ng an elementary 
school prin cipal. It i s found in Table XVI t hat 60 per c ent 
of t he tota l resp ondent s prefer a t eaching exper i ence o f f ive 
years . Wh ile 35 per cen t of t he tota l c anva s s ed i rni icated 
t h a t t wo years experience was suff i c i ent . The ma jority , 
e i ght out of fourteen , of t he colle g e p e rsonnel f a vored the 
t wo years experien ce a s be i ng adequate . 
The i nterval s at wh ich an e l ement ary prin c i pa,l shou ld 
enroll i n i nsti tutions of higher learn i ng , Tab~e XVII , page 
55 , wa s i nd i cated by 8 0 pe r cen t of the g roup f a vor i ng 
intervals of five yea rs . Th i s t abl e a lso revealed t hat 15 
pe r cent f a vore d a p rin c i pa l returning t o school a t hio 
year i nterv a l s . . There were t wo people who .i nd ica ted t h ree 
year · i n terva l s a nd t wo v,rho f a vored ten year i n tervals . One 
person t hought it was tw..ne c essa r y for a prin cipal to return 
t o colleg e . 
I n r e c ent years i nternshi p for s c hool pr i n c i pals 













TEACHI NG EXPERI ENCE BEP O ).E BECOMI NG 
AN ELEMENTARY SCHOOL PRINCIPAL 
Principa ls Prin c i pals 
1st & 2nd Co. & Jrd Colleg e 
cla ss citie s cla s s ci t1 e s 12e rsorme l 
n o. pe r cent n o. pe r cent no . per cen t 
0 0 0 
10 10 17 17 8 8 
JO JO 25 25 5 5 
1 1 2 2 0 
1 1 0 0 
0 0 1 1 
42 L~z 44 44 
Tota l 
s a mp l es . Pe r cent 
0 

















I NTERVALS AT WH I CH Al ELE·ENTARY PRI FCIPAL SHOULD 
ENROLL I N I NSTITUTIONS OF HIGHER LEARNI NG 
Princ i pals 
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cla ss c ities 
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reported t hat: ... 
The i nternshi p g i ves each c and i dat e regula r contact 
with one s chool for an ent ire yea r . During tha t time 
i n t er ns come to know t he ch i ldren , the s t a f f , and t he 
pr i n cipal . The y come to know the probl ems t ha t 
-prin c i pals f a c e da y in and day out . 
Obv i ous l y the i n t ernshi p t s not a t wb- hour 
ass i gnment carr i ed out every other week , but an 
i n tegr al and substantia l par t of a pl anned degr ee 
progr am . 2 · 
·s ome s chool s i ri the na t i on have a pl an of t he ir ow-11 
concerning int ernsh i p . For exampl e , the Lo s Ange l es City 
Sc0 ool s general ly require of t he i r beg i nni ng pr i ncipa l s a 
56 
t wo year period of a s s ist ant p r i n c i palsh i p . Seve_r a l i n s t i t u-
t i ons of higher l earning offer int ernshi p progr am s . The 
ex t ent t o which t hi s i s being d one i s a s fo l l ows : 
Thi s study found tha t twenty- t wo col leges have 
an i nternshi p progr am . Dur i ng t he past five yea rs 
(1950-1955 ), one - half of these p rogr ams enrol l ed 
l ess t han f i ve students pe r yea r . Ten per cent 
of t he progr am s enrolled t hirty or mor e s t udents 
a:n11ua lly . Five i nstitu t i ons r equire a l l candi-
da t es for t he e l emen t ary pr i nc i pal sh i p to have 
i n t ernshi p expe r i ence . 3 
Cons i derable i nformat i on is being wr i tten c onc erning 
i n ternsh i p for t he e l ement a r y schoo l pr i ncipal . Thi s being 
2w. E . Gauer ke, "Internship for School Pr i nc i pa l s ," 
Elemen t ary School Journal, 59 : 203 - 204 , J anuary , 1959 . · 
3v . H. Hicks and Marshall c. J ame son, The El ement ary 
School Prin cipa l a t Work (Engl ewood Cl iffs : Prent ic e Hall, 
Inc., 1957 ), pp . 317-318 . 
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t rue , i t was des ired t o ge t a r e spon se fr om pr i ncipals and 
college per sonne l i n t be que stionna ire for use in t h is study . 
Appar ently , as revea l ed in Table XVIII , most of t hose 
who responded t o t he questiom1aire f a vore d a per i od of i ntern-
s h i p . The r e were 73 pe r c ent who f a vored • it and 22 per cent 
who oppo sed it . Five r esponses were l eft blank . Of t he 
seven t y - three peopl e who f a vored intern~h i p forty- n i ne t hought 
i t should be for a one year per i od , twent y - t wo t hought one 
seme ster and t wo ind i c ated less than one semester would be more 
desirable . 
Th e noticeable d ifference between the g r oup-s- who 
fill ed out t he ques tionnaire was not cons i dered sig n i f icant . 
II. I DEAL SCHOOL ENROLLMENT 
There was very l i tt l e s i mi l a rity in the t houghts of 
the r esp ondent s c oncerning the i deal s i ze for an element a ry 
schoo l (Table XI X). · Wood sta t es a - s i milar find i ng as a par t 
of h ~s c omprehens ive study : 
The var i at i on i n the recommended op ~imum enrollments 
signify tha t ~ uthorities have no t reached agr eement a s 
t o the best si·ze for t he d ifferent 1.m.i ts . Re c ommended 
op t i mum enrol lments r a a ged f rom ..• 100 to 999 for 
e l ernenta r y un i ts • • • · 
L~w. c. Wood , "Structural Organ i zat ion of Pub lic Schools 
i n t he Un i t ed Sta tes " (Unp ubl i shed Doctor ' s disserta tion , 'I1he 
Uni r8ity of Col ora do , Boulder , 1951), ~p . 376 . 
TABLE XVIII 
\ I NTERNSHIP FOR ELEMENTARY PR I NCIPALS 
Princ i pal s Prin cipal s 
Qu e stion 1st & 2nd Co. & 3rd Colleg e 
c l a s s cit i e s Cla ss ' C it i e s per sonnel Tota l 
no . per cen t no . pe r cent no . p e r cent sampl e s p e r cent 
Should -t he future e l ernentar ~:t principal serve .a 12e riod of i n ternship ? 
Yes 29 29 32 3 2 1 2 1 2 73 73 
No 13 13 8 8 1 1 22 22 
Omi tted 0 4 4 1 1 5 5 
Tota l 4 2 42 44 44 14 14 1 00 100 
If ;:!_§§_ , l1ow long? 
Le ss t han 
1 semes t e r 0 0 2 2 2 2 
1 semester 7 7 13 13 2 2 2 2 22 
1 yea r 22 22 19 19 8 8 4 9 4 9 
Tot a l 29 29 , 32 32 1 2 1 2 73 73 
V\ 
CD 
Wood a lso found in his study t hat t he mi nimum 
enrol lment should be 178 a nd t he max imum e nr~llment 750 .5 
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Da t a i n ·Tab l e XIX r e veals a wide r ange in op i n ion of 
r esponden ts i n c l uded in this study . This rang e was from one 
hundred fifty to se v en hundred fr om the first and se c ond clas s 
c ity prin c i pals , l ess t han one h undred to f ive hundr ed from 
co1mty and t h ird class city prin ci pa ls, and one hundr ed fif ty 
t o s i x hundred fift y fr om t he op i n ion of colle ge personne l . 
The medi a n s i ze of t he i dea l s c h ool fo und fr om first and 
se c ond cla ss prin cipals was four hundr ed , county and t h ird 
class ci t y prin cipals t h re-e hundred , and c ollege personne l 
between t h r ee hundred a nd t hree h undre d fift y students . 
I I I . AMOUNT OF TIJvlE TO SPEND IN ADMIN I STRAT I ON 
AND SUPERVISION 
I n formation concerning t he number of t eachers required 
i n a s y stem i n order t o justify full time adm i n i str a tive and 
supervi sory dutie s by t he pr i n cipal i s shown in Tabl e XX , page 
61. Cons iderin g e v eryone who fill ed out t he ques ti onna i ;e 
JO per cent i ndica ted ten ~e a chers to be t he r equired numbe r . 
There was some d isagr eement howe ver , a s 16 per c ent i nd ica ted 
5Ib i d ., pp . 371- 374 . 
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TABLE XIX 
IDEAL SCHOOL ENROLLMENT 
Number 
Princ i pals Pr i n c i pals 
1st & 2nd Co . & Jrd College 
of c l ass citie~ class citieg 12ersonne l Total 
students no . pe r cent n o . per cent 110 . per cent samp l es per cent 
Le ss t han 
100 0 1 1 0 1 1 
100 0 0 0 0 
150 1 1 5 5 1 1 7 7 
200 J J 7 7 1 1 11 11 
250 5 5 8 8 J J 16 16 
JO O J -:. 7 7 2 2 12 1 2 __; 
350 8 8 6 6 1 1 15 15 
400 4 4 Li, L.i, , 1 9 9 .J.. 
450 Li, 4 0 0 Li, 4 
r 
500 7 7 J J 1 1 11 11 
55 0 5 5 0 1 1 6 6 
600 1 1 0 1 1 2 2 
650 0 0 2 2 2 2 
700 1 1 0 0 1 1 
750 0 0 0 0 
Omitted 0 3 3 0 3 3 
Tot a l 42 L~2 44, 44 lL~ l lJ, 100 1 00 -__,, 
TABLE XX " 
\ 
Nm BER OF TEACHERS I N A SYS'rE:M TO JUSr:E1I FY FULL TI ME 
ADMI NISTRATIVE AND SUPERVISORY DUT I ES BY THE 
PRI NCr'AL 
Principal s Pr i nc i pals 
Number 1st & 2nd Co. & Jrd College 
of class citie s cla ss cities l2er sonne 1 Tota l 
teachers no. pe r cent no. pe r cen t no • . per c ent sam:pl e s per cent 
4 1 1 0 0 1 1 
6 1 1 0 0 1 1 
8 ·7 7 8 8 1 1 16 16 
10 9 9 15 15 6 6 JO JO 
12 14 I L~ 6 6 2 2 22 22 
14 5 5 8 8 2 2 15 15 
16 J 3 Lf, 4 2 2 9 9 
18 0 0 0 0 
20 1 1 J J 1 1 5 5 
Omitted 1 1 0 0 1 1 
Tota l 42 42 44 44 14 14 100 100 
CJ'\ 
J---l 
eight, 22 per cent twelve , and 15 per cent fourteen . The 
rang e of op i n i on fr om t he ent i re group was from four to 
t wenty . 
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The fuurnber:., of t eachers required in a sys tem i n order 
t o j u s tify one - half of t he school t i me to be spent in admin-
istrat i ve and supervi sory duties by the pr i n c i pa l i s t h e 
evidence revea l ed i n Table XXI. The l a r ge st number , or 35 
per cent , bel i e ved s i x t eachers to be suff i cient ; JO per 
cBnt thought e i ght teachers were needed ; 22 pe r cent i ndi ca t ed 
t he numbe r to be four . 
The amount of school t i me t h a t a princ i pal - shoul d 
spend i n administrat ive and s upervi s ory dut i e s i n a f our 
teacher schoo l are the f a ct s d i sclo sed i n Tabl e XXII, page 
6L~ . The op i n ions of t he group were va r i ed be t ween 20 per 
cent , JO per cent , an d 50 per cent of the schoo l time t ha t 
should be gr anted a pr i nc i pa l for admini str a t i ve and s uper-
v i s or y tasks . Of the r espondents 25 per cent believed 20 
per cen t of the day was nec essary for a princ i pa l in a 
four teacher sc hool, 29 per cent t hough t JO per cent of t he 
day was ne c e~sary , and 25 per cent ind ica t ed 50 per cent of 
the school day shoul d be a llowed the pr i nc i pal . 
In Standards for Accredi ting Kansas El ementary Schools 
t he follovv i ng is sugge steel c onc ern i ng supervi s i on and 
admin i stra ti on: 
TABLE X."'<: I 
\ NUMBER OF TEACHERS I N A SYSTE'I TO J UST I FY ONE- HALF TII-1E ADMI NI STRNrrvE AND SUPERVI SORY DUT IES BY 'rI:-IE 
PRI NCI PAL 
Princ i pal s Princ i pals 
Number 1 s t & 2nd Co . & 3rd College 
of c l ass ci t i e s c l a s s c i t i e s 12ersonne l Total 
t ea che rs n o . pe r cent n o . pe r cen t no . per cent sampl e s pe r c ent 
4 9 9 9 9 4 4 22 22 
.6 16 16 15 15 4 4 35 35 
8 11 11 15 15 Li, 4 30 30 
10 5 5 3 3 1 1 9 9 
12 0 1 1 1 1 2 2 
14 0 0 0 0 
16 0 0 0 0 
Other 1 1 1 1 0 2 2 
Tota l Li,2 42 100 100 
TABLE XXII 
\ THE A OUNT OF SCHOOL TIME A PRI NCIPAL SHOULD ,S 'END IN Arn INI STRATI VE AND SUPERVISORY DUTIES IN A FOUR 
TEACHER S CHOOL 
, Pr i ne i pals Prin cipal s 
Per cent 1st & 2nd Co . & 3rd Colleg e 
of ,time class citie s cla ss cities 12ersonne l Tota l 
spent n o . p e r cent no . p e r c ent no . pe r cent samp l es per cent 
-~-. 0 1 1 0 0 ·. 1 1 
10 3 3 5 5 1 1 9 9 
20 13 13 9 9 3 3 25 25 
30 1 2 1 2 13 13 L~ 4 29 29 
40 1 1 5 5 1 1 7 7 
5 0 10 10 11 11 4 4 25 25 
1 00 1 1 0 0 1 1 
Omi tted 1 1 1 1 1 1 3 3 
Tot a l L~2 14 14 1 00 1 00 
In sch ools e mployin g eight or more t eachers t he 
princ i pa l s houl d be re lieved o f a t l ea st on e - h a lf 
of hi s te a c hing duties to d evote to a dministra ti on 
a n d supervi s ion . 
In schools e mploy i n g f ewer tha n e i ght t ea ch ers t he 
principa l s h oul d b e g iven s ome time to devote to 
administra tion and sup ervision . 6 
I:V. SALARY 
\ 
Information found i n Tabl e X.XI I I r evea ls that 36 per 
c e n t of the one h und r e d p e op l e who f i lled out t he quest ion-
n a i re bel i eve t ha t a prin cipal should rece ive -130 p e r cent 
of t he fi gure shown on the te a che r ' s s a l a r y sca l e for the 
s a me deg ree and exp er i ence . The number who believed 1.5 0 to 
be the proper pe r cen t was twenty-five. I t was i nd ica t ed by 
fiv e t ha t 110 per c ent shou ld be t he amount, t h irt een i ndi-
c a t ed 1 20 pe r c ent , and t h i r t een f avore d 140 per c ent . Th e 
med i a n wa s 130 per c ent . 
The Na tiona l El e menta r y Pr i n c i pal d i s clo sed t he fo l -
lowi n g concerning p r ofe ss i onal s a l a r i e s : 
The elementa ry principalsh i p today requires a h i g h 
l e ve l of p rofessiona l l eadership . Th e p r i n c i pal of a n 
e l e menta ry s choo l i s d ire ctly resp onsib l e for the 
6A. F . Throclcmorton , Standa rds' for Accredi t i ng I an sa s 
El ementary Schools (Topeka , Ka nsa s : State Supe r i ntendent 
of Public Instruction , 19.5 8 ), p . 8 . 
TABLE XXIII 
\ THE PER ·CENT OF ·rEACHER I s SALARY A PRil\C I PAL SHOULD RECEIVE FOR THE SAME DEGREE AND EXPER I ENCE 
Pr i nc i pa l s Pr i ncipal s 
Per cent of 1 s t & 2nd Co . & 3rd College 
t eachers class citi e s class citie s per s onnel Tot a l 
sa l ~.ry no . 12er cen t no . per cent no . pe r cen t sampl es per cent 
110 1 1 2 2 2 2 5 5 
120 3 3 5 5 5 5 13 13 
130 19 19 15 15 2 2 36 36 
140 7 7 5 5 1 1 13 13 
150 8 8 l l.J, 14 3 3 25 25 
Other 3 3 3 3 0 6 6 
Omitted 1 1 0 1 1 2 2 
Tota l 42 42 44 44 14 14 1 00 100 
deve lopment and i mp l ement at i on of t he instruct i ona l 
p rog r am , for t he management of t he sch ool p l ant , for 
administra t ive proc esses a n d for t he e stab lishment of 
effe c tive rela tionshi p s with t h e l ay c ommunity . Sal a r ies 
f or elementary schoo l p r i n c i pals should t here f ore r e flect 
t hese resp ons i bilit ies . ? 
v. PROFESSI ONAL OBGANIZATi or s 
The profess i onal organi zat i ons t hat a p r i nc i pal s hould 
belong t o a re g iven i n Ta bles XXIV a nd XXV . I n Table XXIV 
it wa s found tha t 100 pe r cent of t he que stionnaire resp ondents 
believed t hat a prin c i pal s h ould belong to the lo?~l , sta t e , 
and national tea cher 1 s a ssocia tion s . The s ame informat i on 
is rev eal ed in Ta ble X,W , pag e 69 , concerning the e l ementa r y 
p ri11cipa l 1 s organ i zat i ons wi th the excep t i on of the n a t i onal 
organizat i on in wh ich 93 - er cent t h oug h t it wa s nec essa ry 
to b e long , 4 per cen t thought a pr i n c i pa l should not belong 
to t he organ i zat i on , a nd) pe r cen t lef t this portion of the 
quest i onnai re bla nk . 
VI. THE ELEMENT.4 ,.y PRI NCIPAL' S ANNUAL NEET I:!. G 
Approx i mat e l y twenty- five Kansa s e l ement a r y sch ool 
princ i pals attended t he 1959 Annual Na tional El ementa ry 
7The Na tiona l El e rnentau Principal, ® · .Ql..t.., :P . 54. 
\ 






Sta t e 
Yes 
No 
Na tiona l 
Yes 
No 
TABLE XX IV 
THE TEACHER ' S ASSOCIATION TO WHICH AN ELEMENTARY 
PRilJC I PAL SHOULD BELONG 
Coll ege 
per sonne l Tot a l 
Princ i pal s 
·1 s t & 2nd 
c l a s s cit i e s 
n o . per cent 
Principals 
Co . & Jrd 
class c itie s 































\ THE PRI NCIPAL ' S ORGANI ZATI ONS TO JHICH AN ELEMENTARY PRI NCIPAL SHOULD BELONG 
Princ i pal s Pr i nc i p a l s 
Prin cipal' s 1 s t & 2nd Co • . & 3rd Coll eg e 
organi -. cla s s c i t i e s cla ss cit i es :Qe rson ne l Tota l 
za t ions no . per c en t no . per c ent no . per c ent sa mp l es per cent 
Loca l 
Yes 4 2 L~2 44 44 lL1, 14 100 100 
No 0 0 0 0 
St a te 
Yes L~2 42 4L~ 4L~ 1 L~ 14 100 100 
No 0 0 0 0 
National 
Ye s 39 39 4 0 40 14 l L~ 93 93 
No 2 2 2 2 0 4 Lj, 
Omitted 1 1 2 2 ,_ 0 3 -:i ,,) 
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Princ i pal's Me et i ng i n Los An g e les , Ca lifornia , dur i ng t he 
first we ek in March. This i n f ormat i on Tab l e XXV I d i s clo sed 
h ow o f t en quest i onna ire r e s pon d ents t hought it nec.es sa ry for 
t he e l ementary pr i nc i pal t o a t ten d t he annual mee ting . The 
op i n i on of 2 pe r c ent was tha t t he e l ementary princ i pa l should 
not a tten d t he annual mee tin g at a ll. One of t hese t wo made 
t he nota t i on tha t the pr i n c i pal would a ccompli sh more by 
sta ying ~ t home . For maxi mum g rowt h i t is nec e ssary to attend 
ever y year was the rep l y f r om one of the 21 per cent who · 
bel i eved a n e l emen tary p r i n cipa l s hould at t e nd the a nnua l 
con vent ion every year . T11.e g rea t .es t n umber , twent-y~ s i x , 
.:~ 
i n d icated t hat the prin cipal . shoUl d a t tend e very two year s, 
twenty-five thought e v ery three ye a r s , six s ugg es t ed e v ery 
four year s , s e v ent een recommende d e v e r y fi ve yea rs , and thr ee 
response s were omitted . One of t he thr ee t hat ,;ms omi tted 
suggested t hat the p r i n cipa l s h oul d a t ten d t he annual 














THE I NTERVALS 
NATI ONAL 
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class c i t i e s 










WHICH THE PRI NCIPAL SHOULD ATTEND THE 
ELEMENTARY PRI NCI PAL' S CONVENT ION 
Prin cipals 
Co . & Jrd Colle ge 
cla ss cities 12e r s onnel Total 
no . per cen t no . pe r cen t samples per cent 
1 1 0 2 2 
7 7 5 5 21 21 
10 10 6 6 26 26 
14 14 3 3 25 25 
2 2 0 6 6 
8 8 0 17 17 
2 2 0 3 3 
44 44 14 14 100 1 00 
... 
CHAPTER I V 
COMPARISON BETWEEN THE PRESENT STATUS AND THE 
HECOivJMENDJ?D STATUS OF- THE KANSAS ELEMENTARY 
SCHOOL PRI NC1PAL . · 
The present status of the Kansa s elementary pr i nc i pal 
as g i ven in Chapter II .will be compared to the -recommended 
sta t us found in Chapt er I II . 
I. · QUAL IFICATIONS 
The fir ~t comparison wi ll be made in the area of 
qual i fi cations . Since in Chapter I the study iv;as limited 
t o only that i nformat i on g iven i n the "Elementary". Princ i pal~s 
Build i n g Repor t 111 the degree he l d by the pr incipal when he 
f i rst began h i s career as a pr i nc i pal i s not known ; however , 
a compar i son i s made between th€ degr ee he now holds an0-
what he shoul d have attained before becoming an e~ementary 
princ i pal. "I t ·was re qommended by 85 per;' cent of thos·e who 
re t urned, ·the quest i o:ri_na i re ( see Table XII , page 47 ) tha t the 
l 11 Itansas El ementary Pr i nc i pal 1's Building Report , 11 
1958- 1959 , Form 94 (Topeka , Kansa s : State Superintendent of 
~ublic Instruction . ) 
/ 
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beg in.t'1. i ng principa l shoul d ha ve c ompl eted a master· degree . 
During t he 1958-1959 school jear 26 .5 pe r cent of t he pr i nc i -
pals had not acqui red a mas t ~r degr ee . On t he other hand , 
72 .-8 pe r cent had rec e i ved a mas t ei-· or h i gher degr ee . Ther e 
'( -
·wer e 13 per cent who qelieved bachelor degree suff i cient 
for a beginn i ng princ i pal . and 25 per cent of the prin c i pals 
were i n t his category . 
I n clos e a ssociat i on t o the degrees he l d by the 
pr i ncipal a re t he r e commendations perta ining to the mi n i mum 
long range educa tiona l goal as g i ven in Tabl e XIII , page L~9 . 
There were 54 per cent who rec ommended a mi n i mum of a master 
degr ee plus t hirty seme s ter hours . The data i n Table II , 
page 14 , reveal ed that only ~-. 3 per cent of the pri nc i pals 
ha ve r eached or exceeded t hat goa l on the assumpt i on tha t 
s i x t y gr ad ua te hours i s a mas t er degree p l us thirty hours . 
When t he present · status i nfor mat i on was be ing col l ec t ed it 
was noticed tha t some pr i nc i pal s who had a mas ter degree had 
a tota l of t h i rty gr aduate hours , thus the r eason for the 
assumption . If the master degree should be the mi n i mum long 
r ange goa l, as 23 per cent suggested , then 72 . 4 per cent of 
the' Kansa s prin c i pal s have atta i ned t hat goal. An Ed . D. or 
equiva lent was t he cho i ce made by 21 per cent and only . 4 per 




I n t e rvals a t which an elemen t a ry pr i ncipal should 
enroll in institutions of higher lea r n i ng is t h e i n forma t ion 
shown i n Tabl e -XlTII, page 55 . Eve ry five years was t he i nter ~ 
va1- suggested b y 80 per c ent of t he r e s p ondent s to t he q_uestion-
a ire. The s tat istics found i n Table III, page 1 6 , r evea l e d 
tha t i n t he fiv e year pe r i od , 1954-1958 , 84 pe r c ent of t h e 
prin cipals had r e turned t o colle g e . The s uggest e d i nterva l 
wa s t wo years b y 15 per c ent of t h ose who answered t h e 
questionna i re a n d 56.7 per c ent of t he prin cipal s were in 
t h is g rou p . There wer e 1 6 per c ent of the principals who had 
not a c q uired colleg e tra i n i ng i n t he pa st ten yeafs . 
Due to t he limita tion s of t h is study it wa s no t 
·pos s i ble to l earn t he n umber o f years t he princ i pa l had 
taught b e for e becomi ng a p~inc i pal, t he l e v e l a t whi ch this 
exper i e n ce had bee n ga i ned , or t he a r ea of colleg e prepara-
ti on be f ore bec omi n g a prin cipal . It is known , h owever , what 
the s ta t e r equirements a re ( Chapt e r II, page 11), hence , a 
comps,rison c an be ma de be tween t he s tat e requ i rement s and 
t h e r e c ommended r equi rements obta i ned fr om the questionna ire . 
It was f ound i n t he r e c ommended i nfor mat ion , Tabl es JCV , page 
52 , a n d XVI , page 54 , t hat 60 per c ent t hought fiv e year s 
tea ching e xp er i enc e was n e ce ssary for t he begi nn i ng elementary 
pr i n cipal a nd 6J per cent ma i n t a i ned t h is exper i enc e shoul d 
be a c q uired a t the e l ementary ac ho ol l e v e l. It was the belie f 
/ 
75 
of 84 per cent of t he informants , as revea l ed i n Tab l e XN, 
.page 51, t hat c olleg e preparat i on fo r t he e l ementary 
pr i nc i p a l should be in t he f i e l d of e l ement a r y school 
admin i stra t i on
1
•• 
The beg i nn ing Kansa s e l ement a r y p r i n ci pal ·c a n bec ome 
certifi ed b y me e t i ng e i t her of t wo sets of requirements . 
. The elementa ry p r ovisional pr i nc i pa l certifica t e requires 
t wo years of successf ul t each i ng exper i ence i n an e l ementary 
school . The adm i n i stra tor prov i s i onal c ert i ficate d e mands 
t wo year s of successful tea c h i ng exp erience in an a ccredited 
elementa r y or se c ondary s c½ool . I n neithe r i n stance do t he 
years of successful teaching experience req uir ements , rec om-
·',·., .· 
·" ,,mended by t he St a te Superinten d ent of Pub lic Instruction and 
approved by t he St ate Board of Education , approa ch the 
recommende d five years of tea c h i n g exp er i ence arrived at in 
t h i .s study . To meet the state c ert i fica tion requ i rements for 
an administra tor p rovisional cert i f i ca te successful tea c h ing 
\. 
may be i n either an element ary or secondary sc h ool. This , 
too , i s pa r tia lly i nadequa te wh en contrasted to t he sugge stions 
found in thi~ ·study t hat five years t each i ng experience 
should be at t ained at the e l e mentary l evel before be c oming 
an element a r y s chool p r i n c i pal. S i nce 84 pe r cent believed 
' tha t p reparation for t h e element ary prin c i pal shoul d be 
spec ifica lly i n e l ement ary s c h ool adm i n i stra t i on and not 
\ 
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e.i t her element ary or se c ondary adm i n i str at i on , t he r equi rements 
for t he ·administrator provis i onal ce r t ificate again wer e 
i n suffic i ent. 
II. SCHOOL ENROLLMENT 
I nformat i on ca lculated from Tabl e XI X, page 60 , reveal ed 
that t he med i an re c ommen ded enroll ment for Kansas e l ementary 
school s was 350 , howev e r , t he med i an a ctual enrollment c omputed 
from Table VI, pag es 23 - 24 , was in t he 201-250 group . The 
med i an rec ommended enro l lment from t he c01.mt y and =t h ird class 
ci t y p r i n c i pals wa s three hundr ed whi le t he ac t ual enrollment 
·.:i n county and th i rd cla ss c i ty schools was from 101- 150 . The 
re c ommended enr ollment median from t he first and sec ond clas s 
c i t y prin cipals was four hundred as c ompared to the a ctual 
enro l lment med i an of 301-350 in the same cla ss city s c h ools . 
Con sid ering t hose who participated i n £illing out 
· t he quest i onnaire 5 4 per cen t p l a c ed the i deal s ch oo l en rol l-
ment range f r om 200 - 350 . This range woul d include 25 . 7 per 
c ent of t he 90 1 Kansas sch ool s u sed i n t h is study . 
III. SALARY 
Mater i a l revealed i n Chapt e r II, pages 39- 40 , i nd i cat ed 
t h e pe\~nt age tha t t he pr i n c i pal 1 s s a l ary wa s l arger tha n t h e 
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t eacher ' s s a l a ry . It mu st be c a l l ed to the a t t ent ion of t he 
.r e ader at t h i s p o i n t t ha t these percentag es were f i gured on 
t he avera g e sa l ary of t h e e l e ment ary te a c he r and t h a t 61 . 2 
pe~ cen t of t he te a c hers he l d a b a chelo r degree or more . 
Ac cord i ng to t he d a t a in Tab l e I , pag e 12 , 97 . 9 per 
c ent of t he p r i nc i pal s had a ba chel or degr ee or more and out 
o f t h i s number 72 . 8 per c ent had a maste r d eg r ee or better . 
Wi th t hat i nformat i on in mind t he a vera g e p r i n c i pa l 1 s s a l a ry 
i n Kan s a s was found t o be 133 per cen t of t he averag e teacher I s 
s alary in Kansas . It would then b~.f1 log i c a l to a ssume t hat · 
'•}it'· 
\.' 
t he percent a g e woul d have . been l ess i f on l y t hose ·sal ar i e s 
of te a cher s wi th c omparable d e gree and exp er i enc e c9uld h ave 
been u sed . Inf.ormat i on from Tabl e XXII I , page 66 , signif i ed 
t hat 36 per cen t of t h ose resp on d i n g to the quest i onna i re 
t hou ght t he p r i nc i pal s houl d re c e i ve 130 pe r cent o f .the 
t e a cher ' s sal ary . I f a l l t he tea chers had the sa me d e gree 
and exp er i enc e a s t he p r i n c i pals , which i s not true , i t can 
read ily be seen tha t t he present pr i n c i pa l ' s s a l a r y would 
have been 3 per cen t g reater t h a n the recommended per c ent . 
There were , howev e r , 25 pe r cent of t he g roup who i nd i ca ted 
~he p r i n c i pa l s hou l d re c e ive 150 p~r cen t of t he te a c h e r ' s 
s a l ary with e qual d e gr e e and exp er i ence . 
\ · 
IV . Amnr ISTRATIVE AND SUPERVISORY 
DUTIES OF THE PRI NCIPAL 
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The g rea t es t number , J D p e r cent , of t hose c anva ssed 
sugge s t ed tha t ten t e a chers i n a school syst e m would be 
sufficient t o j u st ify fu l l time administra tive a nd sup ervisory 
d u t i es by t he princ i pal. The afore- mentioned i nformat i on is 
found i n Tabl e XX , pag e 61 . Accord i ng to t he ev i dence pre-
sented i n Tabl e L-<: , pag e 36 , t here were 443 sch oo l s i n Ka.nsas 
with ten or more t eachers . Of t h is number 208 pr i nc i pa ls 
spent a ll of t he school day in areas of admini str~tion and 
superv i s i on . The remai n ing 235 pr i ncipals in sch ools tha t 
-~~ployed ten or more t e a che rs had less t h an t he full school 
day for a dministra t i on a n d supervision . On ly 1 23 pr i nc i pa l s 
in Kansas e l ement ary schoo l s e mpl oy ing ten or more t eacher s 
had 50 per cent of t he day for adm instr a tive and sup ervisory 
t ask s . The r e were also for ty~four pr i nc i pals i n sch ool s tha t 
empl oyed t en or more t ea chers who t a ug h t more than one - half 
of t h e day and , of t h is number , e leven taugh t t h e full da y . 
I n a l l , 83 per c ent of the r eturne d quest ionnaires i nd i c a ted 
a r a nge of e i gh t to fourt een t e a c h e rs as the ·nec essa r y number 
to just ify full time pr i ncipal shi p . There were 378 schoo l s , 
equal to 44 pe r c ent of a ll Ka ns a s schools , with from e i g h t -
to fourteen tea chers . Of these school s t he re were only 
\ 
e i ghty- five of t h e prin c i pals who had a full day to spend 
on admi n istrat i on and supervi sion , 147 s pent 50 per c ent 
of t he day , and t h irty are not a llowed time i n the school 
79 
day to perform the se duti es . The rema i nder of t he prin c i pal s 
had va r y i ng amounts of time , other t ha n in t he three d i vis i ons 
discussed to s pend per f ormi n g t hese dut i e s . 
Computat i ons der ived from Tabl e XXI, page 63 , d iscl<?sed 
t hat a tota l of 87 per cent of t he i nformants sugges t ed a 
r ange of f r om four t o eight tea chers as t he number i n a sys t em 
to just ify one - half time adm i nistra tive and superv i sory 
duti e s by t he princ i pal. . Deduc tions fr om Tabl e J:X , page 36 , 
s hows tha t t her e were 330 scho ol s with a r ange f r om four t o 
, \:; i ght tea cher s . Out of thi s number t here were 137 pr i n c i pals 
who spent 50 per cent or more schoo l time performi ng t he 
suggested duties . There rema i ned 193 pr i nc i pal s i n the schools 
with a r ange f rom four to eight t eachers who spent l ess t han 
50 pe r cent of the day a t tend i ng to administra t i ve and 
supervisory dut i es . 
Da ta from Table XXII, page 64 ind ica t ed t h e r e c ommended 
amount of school time a pr i nc i pal should be a llowed for 
admi n istrat ive and supervisory duties in a four t eacher school . 
Of t ho se ca nva ssed twen t y-five r e commended 20 per cent , 
t went y- n i ne s ugg es t ed JO per cent , and b.renty- fi ve be lieved 
50 per cent to be the recommended amount of t i me . By r e f erring 
\ 
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to Table I X, page J6, a gai n it c an clear l y be seen t ha t 
forty-eight out of t he e i ghty- nin e school s with four t eachers 
i nvolved had not a llowed t he principal s chool time to spend 
wi t h dut\es other '-'t han teas,hi ng . There we r e , h owever , ten 
pr i ncipals who had mor e t han 50 per c ent of the day t o perf or m 
r equired duties ot her than teaching . The r e were t welve pr i nci -
pals who had 20 per cen t arid t hr ee who had JO per cent of t h e 
school time t o work wi th administra tive and super vi sory duties . 
V. PROFESSIONAL ORGAN IZATI ONS 
The i n formation t aken from Tabl e XXIV, page q8, and 
'.pable X..XV , page. 69 , provided an a l most unanimous op i n i on t hat 
the e l ement ary principal should be a member of the local , 
sta t e , an d na tional teacher s • 0nd principals ' organi zation s . 
Ta ble XI, page 43 , i ndica t ed t hat 77 . 6 per cen t of t he e l emen-
t a r y princ i pals i n Kansa s be long to le ss than s ix profe s s i ona l 
or ganization s. \. Assuming t here are pr i ncipal s who do n ot have 
a local prin cipal s ' or ganization a va ilable there a r e s till 
59. 8 pe r c e·n t of t he e l ementary principals in Kansas who a r e 
supporting l es s t han five profe s sional orga:n i zat i ons wi th 
t h e i r membershi p . The large st single group , Jl . l per cBnt , 
belonged to only three . professi ona l o~gani zations . 
\ 
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Respondents recommended a median of every three years 
for t he Kansa s elementa ry pr i nc i pal to a ttend t he elementary 
princ i p a ls' annual national convention, as r ela t e d in Table 
XXVI, pag e 71. Since t h ere were a pproxima tely twenty-five 
Ka nsa s elementa ry prin cipals a t t h e 195 9 convention, it 
would, no doubt, be fe a sible to assume t h a t not a s many 
elementa ry principals are a tt end i ng the nat i ona l convention 
as there shoul d be . Assun1ing t h a t a n e q ua l number of p r i nc i-
pals attended the c onvent ion every t hiid year as recommended , 
t hen a p proxi mate l y three hundred Kansa s p r i nc i p a ls would 
attend each year. 
CHAPTER V 
SUMMARY , CONCLUSION$ , AND RE COMMENDAT IONS 
I . SUMMARY 
I nforma t i on concern i ng 901 e l ementary princ i pals 
i n Kansas was used in t h is study i n order to find . th.e present 
sta tus of the Kansa s e lement a ry pr i nc i pal . Of this number 
L~6l.J, prin c i pals were fr om county and third class city s ch ools 
anP- 437 princ ~.pal s were from f irst and second class city 
schools . One hundred quest ionnaires were d i stributed equally 
among pr i ncipals fr om county and t h i r d class city schools and 
fi rst and sec ond class cit y s chools . From t h is number 86 per 
cent was returned . The same quest i onna ire was d istributed 
to fourt een college personnel who were or had been closely 
as·soc i ated with t he public schools or school admini stration . 
All of t hese quest i onnaires we r e . r eturned and t he i nforma tion 
taken f r om t hem wa s used to validate t he i nformat i on t aken 
from t he pr i ncipals ' que st i onnaires . 
In order to summar ize t he present status of t he 
Kansa s e lementary principa1 , t he recommended status of the 
Ka.n sas e l ementary principa l , and t he · c omparison made 
between the t wo , t he ass i mi l a ti on of t he material will be 
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made i n t h e fo l l owi n g fi ve a r e a s : q ua li f i cat i ons , s c hoo l 
s i z e , t i me s pent wi th admin i s t r a tive and superv isor y dutie s , 
s a l ary , a n d p r of e s s i ona l o r gan i zations . I n s om e i nstances 
i t -may b e i mport a n t t o p o i n t out t he d i f ferenc es be t ween 
county a nd t h i r d c l a s s sch ool prin c i pals a nd f i rst a nd sec ond 
c l a s s city sch oo l prin cipals . Othe rw i se , t he informa t i on 
fr om the t wo wil l be trea ted as a wh o l e . 
Qua lifica t i on s 
There were 7 2 . 5 per cent of the Kansas element a ry 
p rinc i pa l s who had comp l ete d a ma ster degree or more . 
Anothe r 25 .. 1 pe r cen t had a c qu i red a bachelor degr ee but l ess 
t han a . ma s ter d eg r ee . Of a l l pr i n c i pal s , . 4 per cent had a n 
Ed . D. o r equ i va l ent . It wa s recommended by 85 p e r c ent of 
t he resp ondent s tha t t he elementar y pr i nc i pal hav e a master 
deg r ee . If t h is s tandard were followed 26 . 5 per c ent of 
the Ka nsa s prin cipals woul d show a de f i c i enc y . 
I f the mi n i mum long r ange educ a tiona i g oa l were a 
master degr e e p l us thir t y seme ste r hour s , a s des i gnated by 
the i n f or mat i on c ont a i ned in 54 per cent of t he r e turned 
q uest i onna i res , 4 . J pe r cent o f t he Kan s a s e l ement a r y pr i ncip a ls 
would hav e r e a c h ed t ha t g oa l . 
E l ementa r y sch oo l a dmi n i stra t i on should be t he area of 
colleg e preparat i on f or t he e l ement a r y p r i n c i pal a ccording 
to 8~r c ent o f t he que st i onna i re r esults . 
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In a ll, 64 per cent recommended t h ,t a minimum of 
five years tea c h i ng experience s h ould be attai ned a t the 
elementa ry level and not a t the seconda ry level by a ll beg in-
ning elementa ry p~ i nc i pals . This is in oppo sition to e i ther 
a rea required by an adm i n istrator p rovisional cert~f i c a te a nd 
\ 
two yea rs experience required by t he adm i n ist r a tor p rovisional 
and e l erne:htar y p rov i sional certifica tes. , 
An elementary prin cip a l s houl d enroll i n i nstitutions 
of higher learning every five years a ccord i n g to the recom-
menda t ions by t he resp ondent s . At t he p resent t i me 84 per 
cent of t h e Kans ei. s e l ementary prin cipal s have attended colleg e 
in the past five yea rs and 4J . 8 per c ent of t h e 84 pe r cent 
were en~blled in colleg e classes in 1958. 
It i s not known how many Kansas e lementary princi pa ls 
h a v e served periods Of i nternship but 73 pe r cent of .t he c an -
vassed educators recommended tha t t he y s hould a n d 49 pe r cent 
recommended t hat t h ey s e rve a t l ea st one yea r . 
School Size 
The number of student s i n Kan sa s e l ementar y schools 
with four or more teacher s · r anged from les s than fifty to 
nearly one t housand . Considerin g a ll Kans a s schools 52 • .5 
per cent had an enrollment of 2.50 or les s . Of t h is number 
37.7 per cent of the schools were f rom cov.nty a n d t h ird class 
. 
8 _5 
citie s . There were 11. 8 pe r cent of the Kansa s e l ementa ry 
schools having an enro l l ment of over fiv e h und r ed . The 
recommended median enrollment wa s 3.50 -and on ly 1 6 . 2 per cent 
of t he Kans a s e l ementary s c h ools had a n enrol lment r ange from 
three hundred through four hundred students . 
Time Spent with Administrat ive a n d Supervisory Duti e s 
The recommended med i an number of tea chers i n a 
sch ool to justify full time adm inistra t i ve and supervi s ory 
duties by the pr i n cipa l was twe lve . There were 354 schools 
t hat h a d twelve or more tea c hers i n Kansa s . The pr i nc i pals 
of t hese sch ools wh o had le ss than full time to spend with 
a dministra tive and supervisory d uties numbered 1 67 . 
The r e commended med i an number of tea c hers i n a sch ool 
to justify one- half time administra tive a n d supe rv isory 
duties by t he prin cipal was six . There were 345 sch ools 
that h a d s i x to twelve tea c her s in Kansa s . Prin c i pals of 
these schools wh o had less t han one - half time t o s pend with 
-· 
administrat ive and supervisory dut i es numbered 126 . 
The recommended me d i an amount of time in a four 
teacher sch ool for t he prin cipal to s pend in admini strative 
and sup ervisory work was JO per cen t . f'h e re were 1_50 four 
and five tea cher schools in Kansas . The number of pr i n cipals 
in these schools who s pend less t han JO pe r cent of the school 
day i~I1'. inistra tion a nd supervision was 106 . 
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Element ary pr i nc i pals in Kansa s wh o were n ot a llowed 
schoo l time for admin i str a tive a nd supe rvisory dutie s 
numbered 14-1. 
Sa l a ry 
The median s a l a r y range of pr i nc i pal s i n first and 
s econd cla ss ci t i e s wa s $5 ,500 to $5,999 and t he mea. i an 
sa l a r y r ange of principals in county and t h ird cla ss cities 
was $4 ,5 00 to $4, 999 . 
The sa l a r y r 2.nge of t he Ka:nsa s e l ementary pr i nc i pa l 
extended from a low of $2 , 25 0 t o a high of $8 , 450 . 
The a verage ·el ement ary princ i pal' s s a l ar y was 133 per 
cent of t he a ve r·age e lement a r y t ,eacher I s sa lary i n Kansa s . 
Thi s wa s not fi gured on the basis of simila r qua lificat i ons 
since 61. 2 per cent of t he Kansas e l ementary t eachers have 
a ba chelor degree or more as c ompared to 97. 9 per cent of 
t he principals who have a bachelor degr ee or more . It wa s 
recommended that a principal receive 130 per cent of t he 
tea cher ' s s a l a ry for t he same degr ee a nd exper i ence . 
Professional Organizations 
In Kan s a s 280 elementary princ i pals were members of 
three profe ssiona l organizations and 507 principa l s belong ed 
to more than three organizations. 
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Of a ll Kansas e l ement a ry principal s 48 per c ent were 
members of the Kansas Assoc iat ion of Element ary School 
Princ i pal s and 38 pe r c ent were members of the Depart men t 
of -Element a r y Schciol Pr i nc i pals. 
It wa s recommended t ha t Kansas e ;Lementary sch oo l 
p r i nc i pa l s be long to the loca l, stat e , and n a tiona l t eachers ' 
and p rinc i pal s ' o r gan i zat i ons with t he exception of 4 per 
cen t who t hou gh t it was not nec essa ry for t he prin cipal to 
belong to t he nat ion a l e l ement ary princ i pals' a ssocia tions 
and 3 per cen t who omitted t h is quest ion when they f illed 
\ 
out the que stionna i r e. 
II. CONCLU,S IONS 
A study of t he dat a made it p os ~i ble t o c onclude : 
1. That, perta i n i n g to formal educa tion as c ompared 
t o state r equi rements , t he major ity of t he Kans a s 
' eleme nta r y prin c i pals are wel l prepared . 
2. That t he state req u i rements are not h i gh enough 
for t he e l ement ary prin cipal no r i n e v ery i n stance 
do they demand p reparation at the proper l evels 
of tra i ning . 
J. That , sin ce. 40.l p e r c ent ~er e enrol led i n colleg e 
~n 1958, t h e Kansas e l ement ary . principa l is 
i n terested in self-improvement. 
4 . Tha t approxime. t e l y Jl per cen t of the Kansa s 
elementary schools are too small and approxi-
mat ely 11 . 8 per cen t of t he Kan.sa s e l ementary 
schools are too l arge . 'I1his conclus i on is 
based upon t he be li ef t hat i n most i ns tances , 
except in iso l a ted areas , t he pe ople i n Kansa s 
a r e not just ified in ma i ntai ning school s v,r i th 
an enrollment of less than 150 . On the other. 
hand , a school c~Yl become too l a r g e . Conse -
quently, when a ·school exceeds an enrollment 
of five hundred it is like l y t hat much of the 
i ndividua lity of t he pup il will be lost_. 
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5. That a pproximately 56 per cent of the Kansa s 
elementary princip~ls do not have enough school 
time t o spend with the ne ce s sary adm"inistra t i ve 
a nd supervi sory r $sponsibilit i es . 
6. Tha t the ma jority of the Kansas e l ementary 
pfi ncipal s do not t ake an active enough part 
i n t h_e ir profes s i onal organi zat ions. 
III. P..ECO MME:Nl)ATIONS 
OY.l t he bas is of t h is study the'• followi ng recommenda t ions 
are made : 
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1. Tha t t ea ch i rig p r i nc i pals be ~llowed more school 
time to att end t o the admi nl ~t rative and 
s upervi sory needs of t he s ch ool. 
2 . That s chool s wi t h f ewe r students enrolled t han 
150 , except i n iso l a t ed ca s e s , ser i ous l y study 
and c onsider the p o s s i b ili t y of comTu::im i ng wi th 
another school t o f orm l arg er a t tendance unit s . 
J . That s ch ool s with an enrollment of over f ive hundr ed 
seri ous l y consider t he poss i b i lity of formi ng 
smal ler attendance units . 
L~. That more prin c i pal s belong to the loca l , s t a te , 
and nat i ona l te.;1,0her and pr i n c·i pal organi zat i ons . 
5. That more princ i pa l s attend t he annual :patio:nal 
elementary pr i nc i pal s ' c onventi on • . 
6 . That a per i od of i nternshi p be required of begi~i ng 
element a r y pr i nc i pals . 
7. Tha t t he St a t e Super i ntendent of Public Instruct i on 
~ -
l 
a nd t he St ate Board of Education i nc r ease the 
exper i enc e ne cessary f or a begi nn i ng e1 ementar y 
principal f r om t wo t o five years with the s e f i ve 
year s exper i ence t o be a cqui red in an a ccredi ted 
e l ementary sc hool . 
, l 
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8 . That t he Sta te St1pe r i ntendent of Public Ins truction 
and t he Sta t Eil Board of Educa tion J:'. equire t he 
prospec t ive element ary principa l t o specia li ze 
in t h.e a rea of e lement ar y school administra tion . 
9. That t he Sta t e Super i n t endent of Public I n struc tion 
and t he Sta t e Boa.r d of Educa tion r equire of t h e 
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I am c onducting a study under t he directi on of Dr . W. Clement 
Wood , Head of the Depar t ment of Educa tion , Fort Hay s Kansa s 
Sta te College, concerning the status of t h e e l ement a ry princi -
pa ls i n Kansa s . Your cooperation by checl{ing . the att a ched 
que stionna ire is solicited. It will take on l y few mi nutes 
of your time and will be grea tly apprecia ted . -- -
Only a r epresenta tive group of e l ementary principals in Kansas 
and r ecogn ized professors of e l ement a ry school a dministra tion 
in t he na tion are being canvassed. 
All return ed questionnaires and the information con t a i ned 
.with in shall be kept c onfiden tia l as t he sole purpose of 
t h e survey is tha t of obta i n ing your op inion . There will 
be no menti on of your name , school, or college in c onnection 
with op i n ions repre sented in t he thes is. 
Thank you for your coopera tion and for giving of yo ur va luable 
time. 
Sincerely yours, 
Charles O. Stones 
Gradua t e Student 
_Fort Rays Kansa s Sta te College 
• , I" 
.f 
Dea r 
Hays., Kansa s 
June 5, 1959 
I am con ducting a study v11der the d i r ection of Dr . W. Clement ' 
Wo od , Head of the Departmen t of Educa t ion , For t Hay s Kansa s 
Sta te College , concerni ng t he sta tus of t he e l ementa ry 
principals i n Kansa s. Your cooperation by che ck i ng the 
atta chea_ q uestionnaire is solicited . It will t ake onl y a 
f ew minutes of your time and will be grea tly apprec i a t ed . 
A represent a tive group of element a r y prin c i pal s -in Kansa s 
have been canvassed and only a s e le ct group of per sonn e l 
at Fort Hay s Kan sa s Sta te College a re being canva ssed . 
All r eturned quest i onnaires and t he i nformat i on cont a i ned 
wi thi n shall be k ept conf i dentia l as the sole purpose of 
the sur vey i s tha t of obt a i n ing your opin ion. There wil l 
be nb mention of your name in connection wi th op inions 
r epre sented in t he thesis . 
Thank you for your coopera tion and for g iving of your 
valuabl e time. 
Sincerely yours , 
Charles O. Stones 
Gr aduate Student 
Fort Hays Kan sa s St a te College 
97 
Q,UES'J.1ION AIRE 
STATUS STUDY OF THE KAFSAS ELE 'lENTARY SC HOOL PR I NCIPAL 
Study Dire cted by De par t ment of Educa t ion 
FORT HAYS. KANSAS STA'I'E COLLEGE 
I. QUALIF ICATIONS 
1 . How much f o r ma l educat i on should be c on s idered nece ssa ry 
befor e becomi n g an e l ementary prin cipal? 
Less t han Bach e lor degree _ _ , Bac helor degree _ _ , a ster 
degree _ _ , Ma st e r degree+ JO hrs . __ , Ed . D. or 
eq uivalent __ • ·~ 
2 . Whs. t s h ould b e t h e mi n i mum long r an ge educ a ti ona l goa l 
for personnel i n a prin cipal ' s p osition ? 
Bac helor deg r ee _ _ , Mas t e r deg r ee _ _ , a ste r de gree + 
JO hrs . _ _ , Ed . D. or e q uiva l ent __ _ 
J . The college prepar a t i on for t h e e l ement a r y schoo l princ i pa l 
should be i n wh i c h of t he follo 1i ng areas? 
Elementary sch ool admi n istra t i on __ , Se c ondary s c h oo l 
a dmi n i str a tion _ _ , Either of t he two __ 
4- . How often sh oul d an element ary principa l enroll i n a n 
i nst i tut i on of h i gher l ea rnin g t o extend his educ a tion? 
Regula r i n terva ls of One yea r _ _ , Two yea r s _ _ , Five 
yea rs _ _ , Ten years __ , Need not re turn _ _ 
5. How man y yea r s t e a c h ing experien c e should a person have 
befo re becoming an e l ement a ry p r i nc i pa l? 
None _ _ , Two __ , Five __ , Ten __ , More t ha n ten __ • 
6 . Before bec omi n g an e l e ment a r y pr i nc i pal successful te a ching 
is ne ce s s a r y in which of the f ollowi n g a rea s ? 
El ementary s c h o ol_~ , Jun i or h i gh sch ool __ , Seni or h i g h 
sc hool __ , Either of t he first t wo _ _ , Any area vrnuld 
be s uffic i ent . -
7. Shou l d t he future element a r y princ i pa l s e rve a p er i od of 
i n t e rnsh i p ? (Assistin g wi th pr i n cipa ls duties before 
t ak i n g an adm i n istra tive job .) 
Yes _ _ , No __ ; If yes , h ow long ? Less tha n one 
semes ter __ , One s emester __ , On e full year __ • 
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II. SALA.BY 
1. A prin cipa l s sa l a r y should be wha t per cent of the f i gur e 
shown on t he t e a cher s sal a r y s c a l e f o r t he same deg r ee , 
and e x l)e riehce? 
1 1 0% __ - _, 12 0% _ _ , 130% ___ , 140% __ , 15 0% __ , Othe r __ 
III. TIMES E T LI VARI OUS AREAS Or WORK 
1. How many teachers s hould a prin c i pa l have i n his s y s t em 
i n order to j ust if y sp ending al l o f h i s t i me i n sup ervi s ion 
and admi n i strat i on ? (In c lude a l l phases of administr t i on 
a nd supervi s i on .) 
4 __ , - 6 __ , 8 ___ , 1 0 __ , 12 __ , 14 __ , 1 6 __ , 1 8 __ , 
20 __ , Other __ . 
2 . How many tea che rs should a p r i n c i pal have in his s y stem i n 
order to 'ust ify sp ending half of h is t i m~ in supe r v ision 
and admi n i stra t i on ? (In c lude a l l pha ses of a dmi n istra t ion 
and su- e rv is i on.) 
4 _ _ , - 6 __ , 8 __ , 10 __ ._ , 1 2 __ , 14 __ , 1 6 __ , Other __ • 
J . Wha t percen t a g e of sch ool t i me shoul d a prin c i pal · wi th fo ur 
t e a chers s p end in superv is i on and admi n i stra tion ? ( Ln clud e 
all phas es of adm i n i str a tion and supervi s i on .) 
0% __ , 10% _ _ , 20% __ , JO~ __ , 40% _ _ , 50% __ • 
rJ. SIZE OF SC HOOL 
1 . If a ll ot her c ondi ti ons we r e i deal how mah y s t udent s would 
be requ ired t o op er a t e an i deal element a r y s chool? 
Less t han 100 ___ , 100 __ , 15 0 __ , 200 _ _ , 250 __ , 
J OO __ , 350 __ , 400 __ , 45 0 __ , 500 __ , 550 __ , 
600 __ , 650 __ , 7 00 __ · ' 75 0 __ , 800 __ , 85 0 __ , 
900 __ , 950 _ _ , 1000 __ • 
V. PROFESSI NAL ORGANI ZATIONS 
1. Should t he elementary pr i n cipal be a member of t h e foll owi ng 
t e a cher s associa ti on s : 
Local , Yes __ , No __ • State , Yes __ , No __ 
Nationa l, Ye s __ , No __ 
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2 • . Should an e l ement ary principal be . a member of the following 
principals organ izations : 
Loca l , Yes _ _ , No _ _ • Sta t e , Yes _ _ , No _ _ 
Na tiona l, Yes _ _ ._, }!o __ • 
3 . How often should t he e lementary principal a ttend t he annua l 
· Nationa l El erne_:µtary Prin cfpals Convention ? 
Not a t a ll _ _ , Every yea r _ _ , Every two Years __ , 
Every t hr ee years _ _ , Every four yea rs _ _ , 
Ev er y f ive yea rs __ • 
Plea se r e turn to : Charles O. Stones 
Apt . 51 
Lewis Fi eld 
Hays , Kan sa s 
